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ter in the 1104 S. Wabash Ave. Build-
ing, Quinn discussed why the state 
chose to invest in the institution. 
“I always like coming to Co-
lumbia College,” Quinn said. “De-
mocracy depends on education 
for everyone, and this institution, 
for decades, has been making edu-
cation available and helpful to so 
many different students.”
Although the total amount of 
the grant is $7.2 million, only $1 
million is going toward aspects of 
the curriculum for the 2015–2016 
academic year. The remaining 
The plan, which was presented to 
the college in September by a com-
mittee consisting of 20 student and 
employee representatives, address-
es six goals that include improving 
student success and curriculum, 
diversifying the student body, in-
creasing enrollment, raising the 
college’s profile and responsibly 
managing the college’s fiscal bud-
get, according to Wearden.
He said Columbia’s decision to 
consider input from constituen-
cies such as students, staff, fac-
ulty and alumni was part of an 
all-encompassing initiative to 
enlist feedback from all sectors of 
the community.
“You often make better decisions if 
they are more inclusive and if you lis-
ten to a lot of ideas from a lot of differ-
ent people,” Wearden said. “We want 
to make sure we’re as open as pos-
Online exclusive video
Opinions: Chicago police begin random 
screenings on the CTA, See pg. 32
COLUMBIA LAUNCHED A feedback 
campaign Oct. 30 to aggregate and 
review comments from the campus 
community as it refines its Stra-
tegic Plan, an initiative designed 
to implement six goals the college 
plans to accomplish in the next 
five years.
The feedback process runs 
through Dec. 8 and will allow con-
tributors the choice of giving in-
put through two methods—on 
Civic Commons, a nonprofit on-
line forum, and through various 
90-minute roundtable discussions 
on campus, both of which will 
continue through the end of the 
feedback phase, according to Stan 
Wearden, senior vice president 
and provost. 
AS THE GUBERNATORIAL race comes 
down to the wire, incumbent Illi-
nois Gov. Pat Quinn is vocal about 
his administration’s commitment 
to higher education.
Quinn appeared on campus 
Oct. 28 to announce that the 
state government would give 
the college a $7.2 million grant 
to improve curricula and defray 
developmental costs.
In speaking at the Conaway Cen-
College solicits Strategic Plan feedback
Arts & Culture: Friends paint mural in Pilsen to 
commemorate slain newsman James Foley, See pg. 17
Miss Black Illinois pageant fosters 
female empowerment
 x SEE STRATEGIC, PG. 9
KATHERINE DAVIS
Campus Editor
CARISSA DEGEN
Assistant Campus Editor
Kelly Wenzel THE CHRONICLE
President Kwang-Wu Kim discussed the strategic plan process Oct. 24 during a Town Hall meeting 
with faculty at Film Row Cinema, 1104 S. Wabash Ave. 
 x SEE QUINN, PG. 9
funds are a final payment of a pre-
viously awarded grant, according 
to Alicia Berg, vice president of 
Campus Environment. 
“The grant was awarded to the 
college [and] all the other [Illinois] 
colleges several years ago, and it has 
been paid out in several different 
payments to build the Media Pro-
duction Center [located at 1600 S. 
State St.],” Berg said. “Essentially, 
the grant is reimbursing us for costs 
already expended.”
Quinn said he invested in the 
college to help it continue its cre-
Carolina Sánchez THE CHRONICLE
Gov. Pat Quinn discusses the $6.2 million grant that the state awarded to Columbia for the 2014–2015 academic year to improve curricula and pay for construction costs. Quinn visited the Conaway Center, 1104 S. Wabash Ave., on Oct. 28. He is up for reelection Nov. 3.
Illinois grants Columbia $7.2 million 
sible to good ideas and that we take 
them from all possible areas.”
The first roundtable discussion, 
which will be held Nov. 5 at the 
Ferguson Auditorium in the 600 
S. Michigan Ave. Building, will ad-
dress enrollment. Following the 
initial gathering, five other discus-
sions will address specific goals 
and be held through the end of No-
vember, according to an Oct. 30 
collegewide email. 
In addition to roundtable dis-
cussions, feedback can also be 
given online on Civic Commons. 
Wearden said new prompts in-
quiring about each of the six goals 
will be posted every Monday and 
Thursday for contributors who 
cannot make it to the roundtable 
discussions. Wearden said because 
ative educational mission. He said 
the  $1 million in new funds will go 
toward an innovation studio to en-
hance Columbia’s role as a media 
school and allow students to make 
a difference.
“When you make an investment 
of millions of dollars, you want to 
have something pay dividends, and 
the students who come through 
these doors are going to change and 
make life better in Illinois for hun-
dreds and hundreds of people over 
the course of their lifetime,” Quinn 
said. “Making this investment will 
help the institution impart knowl-
edge to young people, and not-so-
young people, to get degrees here 
and make a difference in our state 
and in our world.”
The innovation studio will part-
ner with Pilsen-based Cinespace 
Chicago Film Studios, a new pres-
ence on campus, to give students 
a hands-on relationship with the 
field they are studying, according 
to Mark Degnen, chief financial of-
ficer for Cinespace Chicago.
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FOR THOSE OF us at Columbia whose 
academic existence was touched 
even minutely by Prioritization, be-
ing wary of the new Strategic Plan 
is a natural response. Years later, 
faculty, staff and students still feel 
the bitter pinch of former President 
Warrick Carter’s failed attempt at 
something similar.
 But the new initiative, spear-
headed by President Kwang-Wu 
Kim and Senior Vice President and 
Provost Stan Wearden, is far from 
the fiasco that was Blueprint Priori-
tization, the initiative that spawned 
ill-considered suggestions such as 
the dissolution of the Cultural Stud-
ies program and the ASL-English 
Interpretation Department. 
It is apparent that the admin-
istration is weaving its promises 
of transparency and inclusion 
into its latest endeavor. Utilizing 
the online forum website Civic 
Commons and various roundtable 
discussions, the college is serious 
about including the input of its 
constituents and synthesizing 
multiple perspectives to achieve 
cohesive goals.
 The first issue the college plans 
to discuss is enrollment. Kicking 
off the series of roundtable events, 
it will engage various faculty and 
community members will meet on 
Nov. 5. In keeping with a trend of 
continuously declining enrollment, 
the college is operating with fewer 
students this fall semester than the 
previous year.
 Considering enrollment has 
such a far-reaching effect, it is 
admirable that the college has 
chosen it as the inaugural topic 
for the drafting process. Increased 
attendance provides more revenue, 
money that may help fund the 
college’s mission of providing more 
scholarship support.
 One key to fixing the issue of 
enrollment lies in offering classes 
and curriculum that interest the 
student body, though, which is why 
the Oct. 29 email from the Office of 
the Provost regarding the reduc-
tion of the offerings of the Human-
ities, History and Social Science 
Department’s “Gay and Lesbian 
Studies I” mystifies me.
 Reaction to the change led 
Wearden to respond in his Oct. 29 
email with, “The fact is that we, 
like other colleges and universities 
across the U.S., have had to re-
spond to declining undergraduate 
enrollment. Yet rather than cutting 
courses from our strong, diverse 
curriculum, we responded by 
limiting the sections available per 
course based on enrollment.”
 But the numbers do not match 
the claim. A popular class among 
students, its sections have always 
filled or seen robust enrollment, 
particularly last semester, accord-
ing to OASIS records. I understand 
eliminating sections that do not 
draw enough enrollment, but when 
the reduction of sections creates 
enough dissatisfaction that the 
Provost feels the need to respond, 
there is a flaw in the logic.
 In his Oct. 29 email, Wearden 
invited the Columbia community 
to get involved in the strategic 
planning process, especially if they 
have concerns about issues such as 
“GALS” or other courses.
 I wholeheartedly agree with 
Wearden’s appeal, and I hope 
students take it to heart. While the 
Student Government Association 
represents the interests of stu-
dents, its existence does not always 
guarantee that each individual 
voice is going to be heard.
 The use of the Civic Commons 
website during this strategic 
planning process does, though. Stu-
dents can voice their acceptance or 
displeasure with their programs, 
the curriculum or the general 
direction of the college. 
 This is the student body’s 
chance to help shape the college. I 
implore each student, regardless 
of year or major, to participate in 
this process. It is not often that 
students at any college are given a 
chance like this. To not take it is to 
forfeit any right to complain.
Give your input on Strategic Plan
Lou Fogalia THE CHRONICLE
Students attending 24-Hour Night could visit face painting stations with professional make-up artists and have their faces painted as zombies, skeletons or gory Hallow-
een characters Oct. 30 in the 916 S. Wabash Ave. Building lobby.
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with the song. As a singer, you’re 
at the mercy of work that comes 
and goes, but I have these feelings 
and truths inside of me that must 
come out.”
Cole said she has made career 
decisions that have shaped her ex-
periences. At the end of her senior 
year at the Berklee College of Mu-
sic, she turned down a record deal 
and took seven years off from music 
to raise her daughter.
She said she hopes her focus on 
writing honest and open music 
will be what ultimately helps shape 
her legacy.
“I care less about fame and pop-
ularity than I do [about] leaving a 
great body of work that stands the 
test of time and speaks for itself,” 
Cole said.
Kathie Mills, a senior music 
major, said because she is an old-
er student, she is more familiar 
with Cole’s work and excited to 
be working closely with some-
one of Cole’s caliber throughout 
the week.
“I think it’s invaluable to have a 
woman of her caliber come in and 
talk about how she stayed true to 
herself,” Mills said. “Bringing her 
family and career in full circle was 
empowering and supportive.”
Mills said she related to Cole 
more than the average Columbia 
student because she has been work-
ing as a vocalist in Chicago for more 
than 15 years. Because of this, hav-
GRAMMY WINNER AND seven-time 
nominee Paula Cole has joined the 
Music Department’s Artist-in-Res-
idence program, which partners 
students with noted artists to re-
ceive workshop time, instruction 
and the opportunity to perform or 
record with them.
To kick off her residency, Cole 
participated in a Q-and-A open to 
students and faculty Oct. 27 at the 
Music Center, 1014 S. Michigan 
Ave. At the event, the New England 
native spoke about her experiences 
in the music industry and decisions 
that helped define her journey and 
performed her song “Happy Home,” 
a song she said led to a better rela-
tionship with her mother.
“When artists get personal—per-
sonal equals universal I think—
When we do go there, it touches 
everybody,” Cole said. “That’s my 
intent anyway.”
Cole urged the student artists 
in attendance to write their own 
music and build an image through 
a website or social media. She said 
the Internet and websites such as 
YouTube serve as the modern-day 
business card, adding that song-
writing is her way to most accurate-
ly represent herself.
“It’s owning your intellectual 
content [and] being the captain of 
your ship,” Cole said. “It all starts 
Columbia community mourns student’s death
ing the chance to meet and connect 
with Cole struck a deeper chord 
with her, she said, than it may have 
with the other students.
“Coming back to school at an 
older age, it got a little confusing 
being with predominantly younger 
students, but I found my balance,” 
Mills said. “You’re older. You know 
what you want to do. You came back 
to do this and it’s like ‘keep your fo-
cus.’ That’s pretty much what she 
said today, and it was exactly what 
I needed to hear.”
Being a part of a few Colum-
bia-based music ensembles, Mills 
said she had the opportunity to have 
songwriting and recording sessions 
with Cole, as well as Cole’s closing 
performance at the end of the week.
Ezra Morris,  a senior music ma-
jor, said he related to Cole’s sensi-
bilities as a songwriter and hopes 
to emulate the path she has taken in 
her career as the driving force be-
hind her music and her career.
“[Cole’s words] spoke to how 
important it is to stay true to your-
self and really listen to what’s in-
side as opposed to external forces,” 
Morris said.
Morris is also a part of two of 
the ensembles that got to work 
with Cole during her week in res-
Artists in Residence program hosts Grammy winner Paula Cole
KYLE HOLLEY
Assistant Campus Editor
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Managing Editor
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Singer/songwriter Paula Cole discussed industry experiences and offered advice to music students Oct. 27 at the Music Center, 1014 S. Michigan Ave.
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Courtesy TAYLOR AVRETT
idence. He said the experience is 
something that reassured him that 
Columbia is the right place for him 
and the opportunities offered to 
students here are unparalleled.
“This is one of the things that 
makes me most grateful about com-
ing to Columbia,” Morris said. “If 
I wasn’t here, I wouldn’t have this 
experience. I can walk away and 
say I was in the same room with 
a Grammy-nominated performer 
who spoke to me and gave me this 
advice that I’ll remember forever.”
JAKE MCCONNELL, A sophomore cin-
ema art + science major, died Oct. 
29 in his dorm room at The Dwight, 
642 S. Clark St.
McConnell, a 20-year-old native 
of suburban Crystal Lake, Illinois, 
came to the college to study film 
and creative writing. 
McConnell’s death was an-
nounced Oct. 29 in a college-
wide email from President 
Kwang-Wu Kim and Vice 
President of Student Success 
Mark Kelly. 
“We are deeply saddened to 
share news today of the tragic, sud-
den death of one of our students,” 
the Oct. 29 email read. “We wish to 
extend, on behalf of the Columbia 
College Chicago community, our 
heartfelt condolences to his family 
and friends.”
A second email from Kelly an-
nounced that McConnell’s death 
was ruled a suicide. 
“As we mourn a valued member 
of our community, what is most 
important is that we support each 
other,” Kelly said in the email. “We 
know that many of you already 
support each other, so never be 
afraid to speak up if you or someone 
you know needs help. We’re all in 
this together.”
Taylor Avrett, a sophomore cine-
ma art + science major, was friends 
with McConnell and said she 
worked with him on several film 
and photography projects. 
“Jake was like the smartest per-
son in the world,” Avrett said. “He 
could talk about anything, and he 
was so creative and talented and 
skilled. He was such a good person 
that could be genuine and real with 
anyone, and it didn’t really matter 
who you were. I always liked that 
about him.”
Jessalyn Doss, another friend of 
McConnell’s and a fellow sopho-
more cinema art + science major, 
said she met McConnell in a class 
and that the two bonded over films 
and games they both liked.
“Jake was kind of unearthly,” 
Doss said. “He was very different 
than everything around him, but he 
was very aware of his surroundings. 
He was a really friendly guy and 
willing to talk to anybody.”
Avrett said she and McConnell 
would sometimes wander around 
the city taking photos, and she 
could easily snap pictures of him 
because he was such a character. 
Aside from being a popular mod-
el among his friends, Avrett noted 
McConnell’s love for making art, 
painting and writing. 
“He had all these ideas,” Avrett 
said. “He wanted to make art and 
change people through his art or 
connect with them.”   
Doss also remembered Mc-
Connell’s friendliness and pas-
sion for his art, adding that she 
considered him a very talented 
kholley@chroniclemail.com
Jake McConnell, a sophomore cinema art + science major, was found dead in his dorm room on Oct. 29. Friends admired his creativity. 
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FOR COLUMBIA STUDENTS, Halloween 
is more than just one evening. 
24-Hour Night, an annual two-
day celebration, took place Oct. 29–
30 and featured several student-led 
events, including a haunted house.
Rachel Anderson, coordinator of 
Student Activities and Leadership, 
helped coordinate the celebration.
“We’ve been prepping this 
[haunted house event] since about 
July,” Anderson said. “It’s not your 
typical 10-month planned haunted 
house, but we have been working 
on it for quite a while. We recruit-
ed student organizations as well as 
individual students who wanted 
to take on their own room so there 
isn’t one theme throughout.”
The haunted house included 
rooms modeled after a circus, a 
freak show, a butcher shop and 
more, according to Anderson. She 
said the students cleared out the 
third-floor workroom and built the 
entire haunted house from scratch. 
This was the only aspect of 24-
Hour Night that was available both 
nights of the event.
“I want people to take in the cre-
ativity of Columbia students,” An-
derson said. “It was my idea to do 
a haunted house last year because 
just being around students here, it 
is so apparent that an opportunity 
to create and have a blank canvas [is 
worthwhile for the students].”
Anderson said the main goal of 
the haunted house was to scare 
people and for those attending to 
have fun.
Another event offered at the 916 
S. Wabash Ave. Building was face 
painting in the lobby, where stu-
dents could sit down with a profes-
sional make-up artist and become a 
zombie or skeleton for the night.
Shannon Bourne, coordinator of 
Student Engagement, also helped 
organize 24-Hour Night this year.
“It’s definitely been a combined 
group effort,” Bourne said. “It’s fun 
because this is one event [on cam-
pus] that we can be creative and do 
just about anything we want.”
Bourne was in charge of coordi-
nating the Masqueerade Ball at the 
Conaway Center in the 1104 S. Wa-
bash Ave. Building. Bourne said this 
event gave students the opportuni-
ty to dance to music played by a stu-
dent DJ and allowed the Renegades 
Poms team to perform.
“We want to have fun,” Bourne 
said. “Everyone loves Halloween. 
[The holiday fell] right in the mid-
dle of the semester, and it’s a good 
time to have fun and celebrate.”
The fun and dancing continued 
at HAUS in the Quincy Wong Cen-
ter, 623 S. Wabash Ave. The lobby 
was converted into the Lobby of 
Oddities, Anderson said. Students 
could travel to different stations 
and events throughout the first 
floor of the building. There was a 
tattoo parlor where students could 
get temporary ink, professional 
psychic readings, a “Mad Alche-
mist” with an apothecary making 
fool’s gold and the HAUS party 
hosted by the “Club Management 
Practicum” class.
Shelby Genovese, senior busi-
ness & entrepreneurship major, 
was named marketing director for 
the 24-Hour Night HAUS party.
“We want people to be more 
aware [of HAUS],” Genovese said. 
“Just having [students] put a name 
to HAUS would be awesome.”
The HAUS party kicked off with 
pizza and dancing but took a break 
for a karaoke competition and for a 
professional mind reader who in-
teracted with the student audience.
Russell Alexander, a senior busi-
ness & entrepreneurship major and 
another student in the class, said 
he helped check students in at the 
door but caught the event and said 
the turnout was what he expected.
“I figured people would be 
walking around [to the different 
events],” Alexander said. “The only 
thing that [didn’t work in our fa-
vor] was that everyone who came in 
just grabbed pizza and walked out, 
which is fine, but I was hoping for 
more people to stick around.”
Despite students filtering in and 
out, the event picked up through-
out the night. Many attendees had 
positive things to say about 24-
Hour Night,  especially the haunt-
ed house at the 916 S. Wabash Ave. 
Building and the HAUS party and 
Lobby of Oddities at the 623 S. Wa-
bash Ave. Building.
Jeremiah Morales, a sophomore 
audio arts & acoustics major, said 
the haunted house had very talent-
ed performers inside original and 
interesting rooms.
“It’s been nice to see people in 
costume and I’m excited to get my 
fortune read,” Morales said. “I’ve 
been excited for everything really.”
Morales said the few events he 
had attended thus far had lived up 
to his expectations.
Four freshmen students agreed 
that their first 24-Hour Night expe-
rience was an impressive and cre-
ative Columbia production. 
Olivia Bennett, advertising and 
public relations major, and Taylor 
Robinson, Thea Rice and Isabelle 
Myers, all cinema art + science ma-
jors, started their night out by go-
ing through the haunted house and 
planned to attend the other events 
as the night went on. 
“It was really creative, and the 
production design was awesome,” 
Myers said. “Everything has been 
really cool.”
230 S. Wabash, Chicago, IL 60604
312-427-5580•800-421-1899
Full service photographic store. Combines helpful and 
knowledgeable salespeople to satisfy your needs.
www. centralcamera.com
5% EXTRA DISCOUNT
for students, teachers and 
faculty on most supplies
Offering and teaching the “gifts” of photography
since 1899- “115 years”
 
M-F: 8:30am-5:30pm  
SAT: 8:30am-5pm
M u s i c  D e p a r t m e n t  E v e n t s
Monday November 3
Meet the Artist with Wycliffe Gordon    12:00 pm
Tuesday November 4
Student Concert Series     7:00 pm
Wednesday November 5
Wednesday Guitar Concert Series at the Conaway*  12:00 pm
Meet the Artist with Udo Dahmen    12:00 pm
Heidie Fifield & Ashley Otis Senior Recital    7:00 pm 
 at Reggie’s Rock Club, 2105 S. State St. 
Thursday November 6
Wycliffe Gordon Residency Concert at the Jazz Showcase 8 & 10 pm
For Tickets, visit WycliffeGordon.eventbrite.com or call 312-369-8330
Friday November 7
CUP Forum*       9:30 am
Jazz Gallery in the Lobby*     12:00 pm
Piano Forum at the Sherwood*    12:00 pm
Jazz Forum*       2:00 pm
Wycliffe Gordon Residency Concert at the Jazz Showcase 8 & 10 pm
For Tickets, visit WycliffeGordon.eventbrite.com or call 312-369-8330
Saturday November 8
Wycliffe Gordon Residency Concert at the Jazz Showcase 8 & 10 pm
For Tickets, visit WycliffeGordon.eventbrite.com or call 312-369-8330
Sunday November 9
Wycliffe Gordon Residency Concert at the Jazz Showcase 4 & 8 pm
For Tickets, visit WycliffeGordon.eventbrite.com or call 312-369-8330
* Events marked with an asterisk do not give Recital Attendance Credit
The Music Center at Columbia College Chicago
1014 S. Michigan Avenue
24-Hour Night a spooky success
CARISSA DEGEN
Assistant Campus Editor
cdegen@chroniclemail.com
Bewitching 
Hours Photo essay      on pg. 20
JOIN THE  
CONVERSATION 
On October 30, Columbia College  
Chicago launched the community  
feedback phase of the strategic  
planning process. ALL members of  
the Columbia College community  
are encouraged to participate. 
Your input is vitally important.  
The College looks forward to hearing  
what you have to say.  
Stanley T. Wearden, PhD 
Senior Vice President & Provost 
Columbia College Chicago
 
Optimizing Enrollment 
Wednesday, November 5, 10–11:30 am 
600 S. Michigan, 1st Floor  
Ferguson Auditorium  
Community Engagement
Tuesday, November 11, 11 am–12:30 pm 
1104 S. Wabash, 8th Floor
Film Row Conference Center
Aligning Resources with Goals
Thursday, November 13, 3–4:30 pm 
1014 S. Michigan, 1st Floor  
Music Center Concert Hall
 
 
 
 
21st-Century Curriculum 
Monday, November 17, 12–1:30 pm 
618 S. Michigan, 2nd Floor
Stage Two 
 
Our Commitment  
to Student Success 
Friday, November 21, 2–3:30 pm 
1104 S. Wabash, 1st Floor 
Conaway Center
Diversity and Inclusion 
Thursday, December 4, 2–3:30 pm
33 E. Congress, 1st Floor
C-101
ROUNDTABLE SESSIONS
ACHIEVING OUR GREATNESS
A Strategic Plan for Columbia College Chicago
colum.edu/StrategicPlan
YOU CAN VOICE YOUR IDEAS IN TWO MAIN WAYS: 
Visit the Civic Commons website at  
colum.edu/StrategicPlan. Every week there 
will be two new questions related to each of the 
six strategic goals of the plan.
Attend any or all of the roundtable  
sessions held on campus—each session  
will focus on one of the strategic goals.
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“[Students] can participate at 
any time,” Jacobs said. “We offer 
a CPR submission box down in 
the English Department. We send 
out flyers to all the students, and 
you don’t necessarily have to be a 
poetry major.”
Jacobs said she organizes dis-
tribution, which she said is one of 
the most important aspects of CPR. 
Approximately 1,200 copies of the 
journal are distributed each year 
throughout the U.S. and Canada 
through Barnes & Noble, Books-A-
Million and the CPR website. Inter-
national writers can also purchase 
the journal online. 
“You stay inside the college if 
you’re not nationally distributed,” 
Jacobs said. “It’s more important 
that your name and your work get 
published in CPR because [it] goes 
out across the country, throughout 
Canada and it’s on our website.” 
AFTER REACHING ITS Nov. 1 deadline 
for submission to its 28th issue, 
The Columbia Poetry Review, a stu-
dent-edited literary journal, is now 
one step closer to publication.
Every fall, the “Literary Maga-
zine Editing” class in the Creative 
Writing Department begins com-
piling and editing entries for the 
magazine’s spring release. Each 
issue comprises approximately 
125 pages and includes an aver-
age of 75–100 poems, according to 
David Trinidad, a professor in the 
Creative Writing Department and 
faculty advisor for CPR. The re-
view also includes a guest artist on 
the cover of each issue, an online 
blog by students that includes in-
terviews with poets and reviews of 
local readings. 
Courtesy CORA JACOBS
Students learn by editing Columbia Poetry Review
Trinidad said the journal con-
tains work from well-known poets 
that students solicit as well as stu-
dent work and unsolicited work 
from the public.
A panel of students reviews the 
submissions in batches of approxi-
mately 50 poems and discuss which 
will be accepted, Trinidad said. 
Students vote, and if the piece at-
tracts a majority vote, it goes into 
the issue. 
Staffer Cora Jacobs, managing 
editor of CPR, oversees the produc-
tion and editing process. She also 
oversees content on the CPR blog 
and notifies contributers whether 
they will be published.
Jacobs said poets can submit 
work online through a program 
called Submittable for a $3 fee, but 
students are encouraged to partici-
pate and can submit poems for free 
as part of a student discount.
The “Literary Magazine Editing” class chooses submitted poems that will be included in the annual issue of the Columbia Poetry Review, an internationally distributed poetry journal of student work, solicited works of renowned poets and public submissions.
JENNIFER BOYLEN
Assistant Campus Editor
jboylen@chroniclemail.com
The journal is in its 28th year of 
publishing and is a viable publica-
tions that has featured many fa-
mous authors, including Sarah Car-
son, Nate Pritts and Diane Seuss, 
Jacobs said. 
“The best thing about a student 
being published in CPR is that they 
get published next to some famous 
people,” Jacobs said. “That in itself 
is a really cool thing.”
Raul Alvarez attended Columbia 
as a graduate student from 2010–
2012 and currently works as a writ-
er and editor for College Greenlight, 
an organization that helps connect 
students to appropriate colleges, 
scholarships and mentors while 
also participating in local literary 
events. He said the program was a 
good experience for him because it 
gave him real industry skills  prior 
to graduation he otherwise would 
not have found.
During his time at Columbia, 
Alvarez said he worked at the 
CPR on the editorial board and 
as an editor of the journal. He has 
also been featured in the journal 
twice, once as a student and then 
again  after graduation. He said 
working at the review and gaining 
editorial experience helped him 
get a job as a professional editor 
after graduating.
“The experience of having to go 
through a work of submissions and 
pick out things based on the aes-
thetic of what that medium was go-
ing to be that year was very enlight-
ening and an experience that really 
taught me a lot about not only the 
literary world but working in co-
ordination with other writers and 
developing an editorial aesthetic,” 
Alvarez said. 
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SFS Financial 
HoldS Began on 
octoBer 7tH
If a SFS Financial Hold was recently placed on your account 
you were notified via LoopMail. Be sure to resolve any holds 
in order to avoid account restrictions. For more information 
on potential restrictions visit the Financial Holds section at 
colum.edu/payeridentities.
If you are unsure how to resolve a Financial Hold, please 
contact SFS so we can assist. You can contact SFS at 
866.705.0200 or Chat Live at colum.edu/sfs.
Financial Holds
Have Been Placed
 
ADDIE REESE
Contributing Writer
THE WORK OF Chinese-American 
filmmakers is seldom shown on 
the big screen in America, but a 
new international film festival has 
come to Columbia and is looking to 
change that. 
“Something Important,” an on-
going short film festival showcas-
ing the works of Chinese-Ameri-
can filmmakers, began Oct. 23 and 
will be at the 618 S. Michigan Ave. 
Building through Dec. 12 as part of 
its international tour. 
Enmaze Pictures is a film pro-
duction and distribution company 
based in New York that showcas-
es independent films in the U.S. 
and China. 
Yidi Li, a graduate student in 
Columbia’s creative producing pro-
gram, curated the event. With a rap-
idly growing Chinese film industry, 
Li emphasized it is important to 
help Chinese American filmmakers 
and make their work known. 
“This generation is going to be 
the core force of the future Chinese 
film industry,” Li said. “Mainly, 
I want people to see from an in-
ternational perspective how film 
work can contain that [interna-
tional] content but still appeal to 
a diverse culture. Also, I want the 
filmmakers or artists in Chicago 
or wherever in the United States 
to realize that there are so many 
opportunities to collaborate with 
Chinese filmmakers.”
Li’s outreach to the company is 
what brought the film tour to Co-
lumbia. She said Enmaze Pictures 
selected 21 films and decided to take 
the films on its U.S. tour. Originally, 
they were thinking  of going only to 
New York City, San Francisco and 
Los Angeles,—excluding Chicago be-
cause the organizers were not famil-
iar with the city’s vibrant art and cul-
ture or the filmmaking community 
and environment.
Bruce Sheridan, chair of the Cin-
ema Art + Science Department, 
said he thinks the lack of diversity 
in the film industry as a whole is 
a concern. 
“The mainstream film industry 
is not really representative [of the 
real world],” Sheridan said. “It just 
doesn’t set out to be representative. 
It’s a downward spiral. The less rep-
resentation there is, the less effort 
there is and it just gets worse and 
worse. There’s much more move-
ment happening in the indepen-
dent film industry and away from 
Los Angeles.”
Sheridan said short films are 
often made when one’s budget 
is not large enough to produce a 
feature film. 
“That’s changing really rapidly 
because of these big film schools,” 
he said.
Though diversity is an ongoing 
issue, Sheridan said it is one that 
can be solved in time.
 “I’m a great believer in young 
people and time,” Sheridan said. “If 
you work with young people and you 
open their minds up, then over time 
there will be more and more of those 
people and the problem will get dealt 
with, and [‘Something Important’] 
is a great start to that. We do things 
like this administratively and as 
a faculty, but it is even more pow-
erful when students do it because 
that’s a different statement. That’s 
not just a statement about diversity 
or representation. It’s a statement 
about empowerment.” 
Information about the directors 
and cast and a set of headphones 
are being distributed to audience 
members at the seven films being 
played individually at The Arcade 
on the second floor of the 618 S. 
Michigan Ave. Building.
Kelly Wenzel THE CHRONICLE
Yidi Li, a creative producing graduate student, curated the “Something Important” short film festival showcase for Chinese filmmakers sponsored by Enmaze Pictures and hosted at the 618 S. Michigan Ave. Building.
‘Something Important’ happening for Chinese filmmakers
The Columbia ChroniCle
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MASON ADAMS, A sophomore cinema 
art + science major, is $500 richer 
after being named the winner of the 
first annual Keepsake Film Festi-
val on Oct. 29, an event designed to 
promote photo-sharing app Keep-
sake to students. In addition to the 
cash prize, Adams will direct the 
next Keepsake commercial.
Adams was the director of pho-
tography for “CIGGS,” the winning 
film. He said the idea began as a 
joke but came together during the 
editing process. 
“We kind of just played off the 
idea of a film noir with the main 
character as a cigarette and it being 
from his point of view,” Adams said. 
“We shot a lot of things that were 
black and white and resembled life 
and death and then we experiment-
ed in the editing room.”
Although Adams did not attend 
the event, he said he was surprised 
when Bryce Thompson, director of 
“CIGGS,” texted him a picture of 
the check with Adams’ name on it.
“I didn’t really expect anything 
from it,” Adams said. “Whenever 
we submit films to film festivals, 
you never really expect anything 
from it. I never really get my hopes 
up on anything just to not get my 
hopes down later.”
Nick Talwar, founder and CEO 
of Keepsake, said the app is meant 
to build a movement for aware-
ness around the issue of private 
Courtesy MASON ADAMS
Columbia student to direct Keepsake Commercial
“CIGGS,” a short film by Mason Adams, a sophomore cinema art + science major, took first place in the first Keepsake Film Festival. The film, shot in 
black and white, tells a life story from the perspective of a cigarette. Adams said he will begin working with Keepsake on its commercial in November. 
JENNIFER BOYLEN
Assistant Campus Editor
jboylen@chroniclemail.com
digital property and allow a way for 
creatives to express themselves. 
“I was looking for a place to be-
gin the next big technology move-
ment, and Chicago just fit the bill,” 
Talwar said. “Our brand and our 
mission is really expanding the 
creativity of people, and there 
isn’t a better place in Chicago 
than Columbia.”
Talwar said his company chose 
to host a festival because he thinks 
film is a powerful and appropriate 
medium to showcase what Keep-
sake is trying to express.
Hadley Hendon, a sophomore 
double majoring in Cinema Art + 
Science and acting, is the college 
lead at Keepsake. She said a festival 
was the first thing she thought of 
when the company wanted to give 
back to the Chicago community 
and provide an opportunity for lo-
cal artists to showcase their work. 
Maggie O’Keefe, marketing di-
rector of Keepsake, said she went 
to events to meet people and net-
work when she attended Columbia, 
something the company hopes to 
foster for current students by host-
ing the film festival on campus. 
“Columbia has so many resourc-
es,” O’Keefe said. “[The Keepsake 
team] wants to use Columbia in a 
creative way and gain the atten-
tion of students [while] being able 
to capture creative aspects of stu-
dents by exhibiting their own films 
and getting their peers to come see 
their work.”
Jose Bolaños, a senior cinema art 
+ science major, said Keepsake was 
the first festival he had ever sub-
mitted his work to and that it was 
great to be included in the top five 
films. His film “What If I Told You” 
had previously only been shown in 
class. He said he was very excited 
to show the film and participate in 
the festival. 
“[I’m looking forward to] the fact 
that people are watching it, and I 
get to share the story with others 
[as well as] collaborate and network 
with other people for this event,” 
Bolaños said. “Maybe we have a 
writer or producer here who would 
love for me to direct their stuff be-
cause they love the style.”
Bolaños also said collaborating 
with other filmmakers during an 
event that extends beyond Colum-
bia to share his film and get ideas 
from others outside of the college 
was a great experience.
“We don’t just share our stuff 
within the college—we share it with 
everyone else, and we’re not just 
stuck under one roof, which is Co-
lumbia,” Bolanos said. 
Robert Carnilius, celebrity judge 
for the Keepsake festival and grad-
uate student in the Cinema Art + 
Science Department, was invited to 
be part of the event after he showed 
his film, “Jaspa’ Jenkins,” at this 
year’s Chicago International Film 
Festival. He said he was excited to 
see what other filmmakers were 
creating because there are so many 
stories being told at Columbia. 
“It’s my last year, and I’m going 
to be looking into getting involved 
outside of Columbia as well as keep 
my roots here,” Carnilius said. “It 
was really nice that they were hav-
ing [the festival] here and having 
only Columbia students. It was a 
great chance to see what everybody 
else was doing and be connected.”
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 “Students here understand tech-
nology and we want to make sure 
the technology at the college is up-
to-date,” Quinn said.
Degnen is helping Quinn manage 
the grant. He said bringing the stu-
dio to campus would give students 
a chance to openly communicate 
with real-world professionals in 
the industry they are preparing 
to enter. 
“You’re working with, for instance, 
Warner Brothers taking on interns 
to get that real-life experience,” De-
gen said. “[You’ll be] walking out af-
ter being on our campus with very 
real-world connections.”
Robin Bargar, dean of the School 
of Media Arts, said he helped or-
chestrate the new $1 million por-
tion of the grant because the inno-
vation studio was an idea that no 
other colleges had.
“The innovation studio idea is 
a college-wide concept to create a 
space where we can put new tech-
nologies, and have faculty work 
together in teams with students to 
learn ways of using creative tech-
nologies and those can eventually 
make their way into the classroom,” 
Bargar said. 
Bargar said although the grant 
money will be allocated to the in-
novation studio, a media arts asset, 
it will be available to students in 
all departments.
“Faculty will figure out how [the 
things they do in an experimental 
space] affect the curriculum so stu-
dents will experience those new 
technologies in their regular curric-
ulum,” Bargar said. “They won’t have 
to become a major in high-tech stuff, 
and that’s the important difference.”
Other Illinois colleges will 
also receive funds, according to 
an Oct. 28 press release from the 
governor’s office. 
This academic year, DePaul Uni-
versity will be awarded $11.46 million 
to construct a new academic build-
ing, according to the press release. 
Other colleges in the South Loop, in-
cluding Roosevelt and Robert Morris 
universities, will receive $2.62 mil-
lion and $2.9 million, respectively. 
President Kwang-Wu Kim said 
the grant money awarded and the 
upcoming addition of the innovation 
studio will benefit the student body.
“Every dollar that comes to us 
that we have discretion over using 
is to build our programs and im-
prove our facilities,” Kim said. “It is 
beneficial to all of our students and 
really what this money is for.”
Insook Choi, associate provost 
of technology, said she wants Co-
lumbia students to graduate with 
technological abilities. She said 
her mission is to provide media and 
technology opportunities to round 
out students’ knowledge. 
“Columbia has been known as an 
arts school, and moving forward, 
it’s not really enough,” Choi said. 
“We should focus on creative prac-
tice and other opportunities for 
media production and design areas 
with the creative technologies.”
kdavis@chroniclemail.comcdegen@chroniclemail.com
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the entire campus community can-
not attend the discussion, there 
will be a representative present to 
record attendees’ input to be later 
uploaded on Civic Commons for all 
to see.
For those who want to submit 
feedback anonymously, Wearden 
said there is an option to print and 
fill out an anonymous form that 
will be reviewed by the Office of 
the Provost.
“There are people who will be 
worried about how something 
might affect a grade in a class or 
worried about how a comment 
might affect their prospects for ten-
ure,” Wearden said. “People who 
have those concerns need to have 
a chance to participate and feel 
safe, too.” 
Kwang-Wu Kim, president and 
CEO, said launching the feedback 
process is vital to allowing the col-
lege to review its Strategic Plan and 
focus on what is best for the campus 
community as a whole. However, 
he said he anticipates it to be chal-
lenging to get a substantial amount 
of participation.
“You can’t force people to par-
ticipate, but we’re just trying to 
look at as many different ways as 
possible to encourage the broad-
est range of people to participate,” 
Kim said. “I hope that we feel at the 
end of the feedback process that we 
have had a really high percentage 
of participants.”
Kim said although he hopes all 
branches of the campus commu-
nity participate, he is especially 
concerned about getting feedback 
from alumni.
Jonathan Stern, vice president 
of Development and Alumni Rela-
tions, said an email was sent Oct. 30 
to more than 10,000 alumni inform-
ing them of the feedback process 
and inviting them to participate on 
Civic Commons. Stern said it is es-
sential to consider the opinions of 
alumni because they are able to re-
flect on their experience at the col-
lege and weigh in on what needs to 
change as it relates to the six goals.
“The Strategic Plan is incredi-
bly important for the college, and 
it’s going to lay out what the future 
holds and the next stages of devel-
opment for the college and faculty, 
administration and staff,” Stern 
said. “Offering alumni the chance 
to contribute their thoughts, their 
ideas and perspectives on the col-
lege, both on their time and what 
they’d like to see in the future, I be-
lieve is very important.”
Stern said his department will 
reach out to alumni to draw out par-
ticipation via Twitter and LinkedIn 
as the feedback process continues.
To bring attention to the feed-
back process, the Office of Commu-
nications & Marketing launched 
an internal marketing campaign 
Oct. 30 that will display images of 
the campaign’s brand, according to 
Anne-Marie St. Germaine, interim 
vice president of Communications 
& Marketing.
St. Germaine said the college 
wants to receive as much feedback 
as it can. The marketing campaign, 
which lasts through the end of the 
feedback phase, helps to accom-
plish that goal.
“We wanted to brand the ini-
tiative so that people have a vi-
sual mark so that whenever they 
see it, it will remind them to be 
involved,” St. Germaine said. “I 
would encourage everybody to join 
the conversation.”
The Strategic Plan is incredibly important for the 
college, and it’s going to lay out what the future holds 
and the next stages of development.”
– Jonathan Stern
adler.edu
Adler School of Professional Psychology 
17 North Dearborn Street, Chicago, IL 60602
ADLER. FOR SOCIAL JUSTICE.
Graduate Degrees in  
Psychology + Counseling
The Adler School is founded on an important idea: Our health resides in  
our community life and connections. This is what drives our ground-breaking 
curricula and commitment to social justice.
We work with those courageous enough to want to change the world.  
Our master’s and doctoral degrees prepare students with the theory and practice 
to become agents of social change. The Adler School — Leading Social Change. 
Apply today.
OPEN HOUSE
Tuesday, November 11
10:30am-12:30pm
RSVP 312.662.4100
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artist and that he always brought his note-
book with him to draw or write.
“He was really always smiling,” Doss said. 
“He lit up the room. He liked dark things, but 
he was very bright himself.”
McConnell wrote about his various artistic 
pursuits on Columbia’s Talent Pool: “Jake is 
constantly keeping himself busy with many 
projects and loves to work with other people 
and collaborate. He is always looking for new 
ways to challenge and use his creativity and 
imagination. Jake is a firm believer in hand-
work and spends many sleepless nights plan-
ning a film, editing some writing or working 
on a painting. He is constantly writing down 
ideas or thoughts into his sketchbook, which 
he keeps at his side.”
Counseling Services extended office hours 
from Oct. 29–Nov. 1 from 9 a.m.–9 p.m. 
Wednesday–Friday and from 10 a.m.–2 p.m. 
on Saturday following the Oct. 29 announce-
ment of McConnell’s death to allow griev-
ing students to talk to professionals about 
their feelings regarding the loss of a friend 
and classmate. 
Jennifer Strobel, coordinator of Counsel-
ing Services, said the office would reevaluate 
the need for extended hours in future weeks 
and consider prolonging the extended hours.
“With any death within the Columbia 
community, it’s certainly important for any 
student to reach out and to get the support 
that they need,” Strobel said. “There’s no 
right way to grieve and to have feelings about 
this, so [we’re] just allowing students to have 
whatever reaction they have and providing a 
safe space for them to feel whatever it is that 
they’re going to feel and to feel supported 
throughout that.” 
Counseling Services, located in the Resi-
dence Center, 731 S. Plymouth Court, offers 
students 10 free individual counseling ses-
sions every academic year. 
The counseling sessions start in the fall 
and run through the summer semester. 
Group therapy sessions at Counseling Ser-
vices are free and unlimited, and Strobel said 
students can join the open groups whenev-
er they feel a need to, whether or not they 
do so consistently.
Each weekday, Counseling Services offers a 
different type of group session for students, all 
of which begin at noon. Monday sessions deal 
with recognizing and understanding emo-
tions and learning how to manage those emo-
tions in positive ways. Tuesdays offer “Social 
Success” sessions, which teach students how 
to manage social anxiety and further develop 
their social skills. On Wednesdays, students 
can go to learn about navigating healthy re-
lationships. Thursday sessions offer “Body 
Image and Yoga” sessions to help students 
overcome insecurities regarding body im-
age. Friday sessions address happiness, suc-
cess and ways in which students can achieve 
those goals. 
“We certainly have room for more stu-
dents,” Strobel said. “It can sometimes be dif-
ficult because people think, ‘If I come to group 
therapy, I have to divulge all my deepest, 
darkest secrets,’ but it’s pretty skills-based. 
You’re learning coping skills, and sometimes 
it’s nice just to know that you’re not alone.”
cinema art + science Presents  
take 1 film festival
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cleo childress, amy Franco and yujoung Lee
ROSE
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will clare, whitney williams and kai blakley
SOCK
efrain arce, domenic Sengstacke and Jeremy Freeman
STILL LIFE
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henry Leatham, and emily perez
I’M STILL HERE
beth cantafio
OUT IN THE COLD
Jeremy germain, adam katzner and ethan uphouse
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Jake McConnell was known among his peers for his passion for creating art. Friends say he was an inspiring painter, writer and film director. 
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Chicago Blackhawks 
vs. Montreal Canadiens 
Time : 6:30 p.m.
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Where to watch : CSNC
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Silenced nerve cell leaves 
‘love hormone’ unrequited
Thinking of the past may help brain in the present
THE BRAIN IS ruled by the interac-
tions of chemicals and receptors. 
However, new research emphasizes 
that those reactions often radiate 
beyond the brain, affecting the body’s 
physiological processes as well. 
A mouse study published Oct. 9 
in the journal Cell identified a nev-
er-before-seen class of interneu-
rons, a nerve cell that links other 
nerve cells, which produce the 
receptor for oxytocin. Oxytocin, 
a neurotransmitter sometimes 
dubbed the ‘love hormone,’ influ-
ences social interaction by facil-
itating trust and attachment 
between individuals and can also 
play a role in sexual arousal. 
 Silencing this new interneuron 
specifically in the part of the brain 
responsible for forming emotional 
adaptive responses caused female 
NEW RESEARCH PUBLISHED Oct. 23 
by Cornell University researchers 
reveals that mental activities such 
as mind-wandering, which include 
day dreaming and reminiscing, can 
boost brain performance on chal-
lenging mental tasks. 
Researchers recruited 36 young 
adults and asked them to view sets 
of famous and anonymous faces in 
sequence. They were then asked to 
identify whether the current face 
matched the one presented two 
faces prior. The results showed that 
participants were faster and more 
accurate when matching famous 
faces than when matching anony-
mous faces and that the improved 
short-term memory performance 
was associated with greater activity 
in the default network of the brain, 
according to the study. 
Nathan Spreng, lead author of 
the study and assistant profes-
sor in the Department of Human 
Development at Cornell, said par-
ticipants easily recognized famous 
faces because they were more famil-
iar with them.
“Famous faces activate long-term 
memory representation,” Spreng 
said. “We have prior knowledge of 
that [person]. We might know the 
person’s name. We might have a 
certain feeling about them. We may 
remember the last movie that they 
were in that we saw. The network of 
the brain [that] is activated during 
mind-wandering—it’s actually more 
of a memory network that carries 
our long-term representations.” 
The new research is groundbreak-
ing because it is the first time that 
engaging brain areas linked to “off-
task” mental activities have been 
shown to  boost brain performance. 
Spreng said although there is 
evidence that counters his findings, 
the formula for those studies differs 
from his own. 
“There is a huge amount of evi-
dence suggesting that when people 
mind-wander on a task, it elicits activa-
tion of this network, called the default 
network, and it impairs performance,” 
Spreng said. “The most substantial dif-
ference between my study and those 
other ones [is that] those studies rely 
upon a series of stimuli that are devoid 
of any personal meaning or relevance 
[to the subjects].”
mice to lose interest in their male 
counterparts during the most 
sexually receptive phase of their 
reproductive cycles.
Neurons in many parts of the 
brain express receptors for oxytocin, 
which is secreted by the pituitary 
gland but can also be triggered by 
external stimuli such as touch and 
certain types of sounds and smells.
To understand the role these 
neurons play in the complex social 
behaviors moderated by oxytocin, 
researchers measured loss of inter-
est in male reproductive partners 
in three groups of female mice. 
Among these were a group whose 
oxytocin receptor-expressing gene 
was deleted, another whose newly 
found population of interneurons 
was suppressed and a control group 
infused with an antagonist to their 
oxytocin-expressing gene. 
The results overlapped between 
groups, suggesting the circuit 
made up of the novel interneurons 
is used by external social stimuli 
that trigger oxytocin production to 
help adapt behaviors to changing 
social situations. During diestrus, 
the reproductive phase following 
the time when females are sexually 
receptive, the mice did not experi-
ence a deficit in bonding.
“In this study, [the lead author] 
characterized broader classes of 
interneurons that are present in the 
cerebral cortex looking for mark-
ers and molecules that would be 
expressed in smaller, more specific 
populations,” said Nathaniel Heintz, 
co-author of the study, professor in 
the Laboratory of Molecular Biology 
at The Rockefeller University in 
New York and Howard Hughes 
Medical Institute investigator. 
It has been known for more 
than 100 years that there are likely 
more than 300 types of neurons in 
the nervous system, according to 
Heintz. Comparative analysis of the 
broad classes characterized in the 
study led to the identification of the 
very small subclass of interneurons 
that express the oxytocin receptor. 
“I was not really looking for oxy-
tocin-responsive interneurons,” 
said Miho Nakajima, a postdoctoral 
fellow at New York University’s 
Halassa Laboratory and lead author 
of the study. “I was looking for new 
cell types in the cortex.”
MAX GREEN
Assistant Sports & Health Editor
EDDIE DIAZ
Assistant Sports & Health Editor
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Spreng said his study gave the 
participants something to focus on 
that was interesting to them, which 
he said was key.
“What we did was instead of stim-
uli, we used famous faces as well as 
anonymous faces and people were 
performing a standard working mem-
ory task on the faces,” Spreng said. 
The default network is the net-
work that is most active when the 
brain is at rest, and when the brain 
is directed toward a task or goal, 
the default network deactivates, 
according to Neurology.com.
However, the results of the study 
show how externally and internally-
focused neural networks can inter-
act to facilitate complex thought, 
according to Spreng. 
Elizabeth DuPre, a graduate stu-
dent at Cornell who worked on the 
study, said the networks of the brain 
do not have to be at odds. 
“You can use both neural net-
works in support of accomplishing 
a goal, depending on what the goal 
is,” DuPre said. “[The networks] 
don’t have to be in opposition. They 
can really work together.”
Andrea Cannon THE CHRONICLE
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BROCK VEREEN WAS selected in the 
fourth round of the 2014 NFL 
Draft—pick No. 131 overall—by the 
Chicago Bears. Born in Valencia, 
California, Vereen spent his high 
school days playing two-way foot-
ball for Valencia High School as both 
a wide receiver and a defensive back. 
Vereen attended the University of 
Minnesota, where he switched to 
safety full time. He was named first-
team All-Big Ten after his senior 
season in 2013 and he signed a four-
year deal with the Bears on May 12 
after being drafted. Vereen became 
one of the NFL’s first two draft picks 
to agree to terms along with fellow 
draft class quarterback David Fales. 
Vereen is the younger brother of 
New England Patriots running back 
Shane Vereen. 
The Chronicle chatted with Ver-
een about life in the NFL, playing 
in a new city and his sibling rivalry 
with big brother Shane. 
THE CHRONICLE: Do you feel like you 
were drafted to the right spot?
BROCK VEREEN: Having an older 
brother who has been in the league 
for a number of years kind of gave 
me insight that it really didn’t mat-
ter where you went because at the 
end of the day, everyone is going 
to get the same opportunity. It’s a 
matter of what you do with that op-
portunity. As long as I landed some-
where, I knew I was going to make 
the most of it. 
Your brother, Shane, plays offense for 
the Patriots. What made you want to 
play defense?
I am not sure when it happened 
exactly, but at a young age [Shane] 
always gravitated more toward of-
fense, even though he was very good 
on defense. And even though I orig-
inally played offense, I always felt 
more natural on the defensive side 
of the ball.
How did you feel about coming to play 
in Chicago?
I came to Chicago for Big Ten me-
dia day. That was my first time real-
ly going to the city, and I fell in love 
with it, so it was only perfect that a 
year later I get to go right back.
You played your brother in week 8 
this season. Was there a lot of trash-
talking before the game?
We are very close and we talk every 
single day, still do, [so] of course. It 
was all in fun. At the end of the day, 
we are both big fans of one another 
and we wish [each other] nothing 
but success.
Did the tone of your conversations 
change after the Bears lost the game?
You know, now that it’s over I can 
go back to being a Patriots fan [and] 
he can go back to being a part-time 
Bears fan. Nothing has changed at 
all, and now we are just looking for-
ward to the second time that we get 
to share a field.
What has been the biggest learning 
curve for you in the NFL?
I think what often gets overlooked 
is adjusting to the real world. Yes, 
you are spending a lot of time prac-
ticing, in meetings and lifting, stuff 
like that. But at the same time, com-
ing out of college, we like to think 
that we are grown up, but really 
you’re still catered to, to an extent. 
Living on your own, paying bills, 
grocery shopping—all that
stuff—I think that often gets over-
looked as far as being a kid fresh out 
of college now having to truly be an 
adult with a job.
Was it hard for you not to be in awe 
of some of the legendary players that 
you compete against?
Coming in, I think I saw it as more 
of a challenge. These guys have 
played in the league with success 
for quite some time. So let me see 
what they do that nobody else is 
doing that has allowed them to be 
so successful, and [I’ll] try to follow 
down that same path.
What have the coaches gotten on you 
about the most?
Communication, definitely. Some-
times as a young guy, you are just 
afraid to be wrong. And it’s a matter 
of being comfortable and being con-
fident and making sure everybody 
is on the same page, especially in a 
position like safety.
Associated Press
BROCK VEREEN
Sport: Football     Team: Chicago Bears
EDDIE DIAZ
Assistant Sports & Health Editor
ediaz@chroniclemail.com
Carolina Sánchez THE CHRONICLE
Former New Zealand All Blacks and World Champion rugby player Eric Rush (front right) leads the All Blacks team in Haka, a traditional Maori challenge or dance from 
New Zealand, for the Field Museum event welcoming the team to Chicago and the opening of the museum’s Haka exhibition running until Dec. 1. 
US health care system least affordable
A RECENT SURVEY shows that the U.S. 
health care system ranks last in 
terms of affordability and accessi-
bility compared to health care sys-
tems of other developed nations.
The survey, sponsored by the 
Commonwealth Fund, was con-
ducted in 2013, prior to the imple-
mentation of the Affordable Care 
Act. The survey compared the U.S. 
health care system to those of 10 
other nations—Australia, Canada, 
France, Germany, the Netherlands, 
New Zealand, Norway, Sweden, 
Switzerland and the U.K.—which 
have all developed systems of uni-
versal health care and ranked high-
er than the U.S. in terms of accessi-
bility and affordability.
Because the survey was con-
ducted before the ACA’s imple-
mentation, it can be used to mea-
sure the impact and effectiveness 
of the act in years to come, accord-
ing to Karen Davis, a professor of 
health policy and management 
at the Johns Hopkins Bloomberg 
School of Public Health.
“The No. 1 overriding barrier 
to health care in the U.S. is the ab-
sence of health insurance coverage 
for 50 million Americans [at the 
time of the survey], followed by the 
U.S. being the only major country 
without a universal health insur-
ance system,” Davis said.
The number of uninsured people 
has been a growing problem in the 
U.S., Davis said. In 1999, 39 million 
Americans did not have insurance, 
and that increased by 11 million un-
insured people by the time the sur-
vey was taken in 2013.
The number of uninsured Amer-
icans has decreased since the ACA 
was implemented, falling by 8 to 11 
million people, Davis said.
Katherine Hempstead, director 
at the Robert Wood Johnson Foun-
dation, said the ACA was designed 
to address the poor accessibility and 
affordability of health care in the U.S. 
by subsidizing the cost of insurance 
through tax credits and expanding 
Medicaid to increase coverage.
“We have seen a big increase in 
coverage [but also] evidence that 
utilization is not increasing as quick-
ly as people may have anticipated,” 
Hempstead said in an email. “There 
are favorable trends, but there are 
[also] many remaining questions 
[about how to improve health care].”
Katie Keith, director of research 
at Trimpa Group, LLC, said al-
though the ACA has reduced the 
number of those living without 
health insurance, there is still a lot 
that needs to be done to reform the 
U.S. health care system.
Although many people now have 
health insurance who did not before, 
the cost of health care in the U.S. is 
still so high that it could still be unaf-
fordable for some, Keith said.
“It’s a little bit like putting a 
Band-Aid on some of the cost prob-
lems [of the U.S. health care sys-
tem],” Keith said. 
Low-income people are most 
affected by the costs of health care 
in the U.S., according to Davis. She 
said that to make health care even 
more accessible after the imple-
mentation of the ACA, she thinks 
more information needs to be pro-
vided by health insurance exchang-
es about which doctors participate 
in new plans, who is accepting new 
patients and where people can go 
for care.
Davis said the survey also found 
that it is common for Americans 
to have more difficulty finding care 
on nights and weekends compared 
to other nations. Many countries, 
such as the Netherlands, have de-
veloped health care systems in 
which patients can still receive 
off-hours care, and they all ranked 
higher than the U.S. in terms of ac-
cessibility, she said.
“Flexible hours or clinics that are 
open on evenings or weekends can 
make a difference by just making it 
easier for people to find a time that 
is convenient to them that they can 
receive care,” Davis said.
Keith said she thinks there are 
a lot of misconceptions in the U.S. 
about what universal health care 
looks like in other countries and 
that the survey also helps to clarify 
some of the confusion.
“People think that there are these 
long waiting lines and it’s really Dra-
conian,” Keith said. “Yeah, maybe 
sometimes you have to wait for a 
specialist in the U.K. or Canada, but 
you’re waiting for much longer in the 
U.S. to get a primary care physician.”
JACOB WITTICH
Assistant Sports & Health Editor
jwittich@chroniclemail.com
November 3, 2014  •  13 
SportS & HealtH
November 3, 2014  •  13 
THE CHICAGO WOLVES are teaming up 
with A Silver Lining Foundation for 
the fifth year in a row to promote 
breast cancer awareness. 
The Wolves hosted a breast cancer 
awareness night Oct. 18, presented 
by Northwest Community Health-
care. Every Wolves player used 
specially-made pink sticks during 
warm ups, and some players even 
used them throughout the game. 
Several of the Wolves’ notable play-
ers autographed the pink sticks, 
with each one being sold for $175—
the price of a mammogram—to 
fans. Supporters also received a 
photo with the player whose stick 
they purchased. 
Courtney Mahoney, senior vice 
president of operations for the 
Wolves, said the pink sticks are one 
of the better parts of the initiative 
because the organization knew 
it helped give a mammogram to 
someone who could not afford one.
She said it is a privilege to help 
raise awareness for breast cancer 
and other health issues.
“As an organization, I am lucky 
to have ownership that believes 
in giving back to the community,” 
Mahoney said. “It’s a responsibil-
ity that our athletes have, and our 
organization has to do as much as 
they can to give back to the commu-
nity that supports them.”
Heidenhain, a Schaumburg man-
ufacturing company that sponsors 
the Wolves, matched each $175 do-
nation. Throughout October, fans 
purchased “Stick It to Breast Can-
cer” gear, including apparel and au-
tographed pucks. 
All proceeds benefit ASLF’s “Buy 
a Mom a Mammogram” program as 
well as other Wolves charities.
Just before the start of the Oct. 
18 game, five breast cancer sur-
vivors from NCH were on the ice 
during the singing of the national 
anthem. Among them was Nancy 
Amicangelo, an ASLF board mem-
ber  and breast cancer survivor who 
has fought the illness twice. Ami-
cangelo also performed the honor-
ary puck drop. 
She said the evening’s events 
were unforgettable. 
“It was a lot of fun,” Amicange-
lo said. “I got to meet the captains 
from both teams [and] they made 
me an official Wolves [ jersey] that 
the hockey players wear with my 
name across the back. They even 
spelled it right.”
According to NCH, about one in 
eight U.S. women—about 12 per-
cent—will develop invasively sur-
gical breast cancer over the course 
of her lifetime. In 2014, an estimat-
ed 232,670 new cases of invasive 
breast cancer were expected to be 
diagnosed in U.S. women , along 
with 62,570 new cases of non-inva-
sive breast cancer. 
About 40,000 women in the U.S. 
are expected to die in 2014 from 
breast cancer, though death rates 
have been decreasing since 1989,—
with larger decreases in women 
younger than 50. 
These decreases are thought to 
be the result of treatment advances, 
earlier detection through screening 
and increased awareness, accord-
ing to NCH. 
The treatment provider has part-
nered with the Wolves to continue 
raising money and awareness for 
breast cancer charities in Illinois. 
Patrick Reilly, corporate commu-
nications specialist for NCH, said 
the partnership with the Wolves 
allows NCH to reach out and edu-
cate a whole new group of people— 
hockey fans.
“NCH’s breast cancer awareness 
campaign, ‘Get Checked,’ in part-
nership with the Chicago Wolves, 
is focused on the importance of 
annual mammogram screenings, 
especially for women who are 40 
and older,” Reilly said in an emailed 
statement. “Throughout the hock-
ey season, the games will feature 
players using pink sticks and pink 
pucks to help draw awareness to 
this important campaign. By work-
ing with the Wolves, NCH can tap 
into people’s passion for sports to 
help raise awareness about early 
detection and share our knowledge 
about cancer with hockey fans.”
Mahoney said the Wolves hope 
to continue these charity events for 
years to come.
“The goal is always to continue 
what we’re doing,” Mahoney said. 
“But how do we make it better? 
How do we raise more awareness 
each year? I would love for Ree-
bok to come create a perfect pink 
stick that they would donate for the 
teams to use—we’re going to keep 
pushing them on that. Anything we 
can do [to help these charities], we 
will certainly continue to do so.”
Courtesy ROSS DETTMAN CHICAGO WOLVES
Chicago Wolves defenseman Brent Sopel skates Oct. 18 during breast cancer awareness night game against the Lake Erie Monsters at Allstate Arena in suburban Rosemont
ediaz@chroniclemail.com
Chicago Wolves stick it to breast cancer
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OLFACTORY RECEPTORS—THE type of re-
ceptors in the human body respon-
sible for the sense of smell—were 
first detected outside the nose in 
2003. They were found in sperm 
cells, to be exact. Since then, these 
receptors which, were once thought 
to only play a role in the sense of 
smell, have been identified in a vari-
ety of human tissues, including the 
intestines, kidneys and prostate.  
A study published Aug. 7 in the 
Journal of Investigative Dermatolo-
gy found a new olfactory receptor in 
skin cells that speeds up the healing 
process by more than 30 percent in 
the presence of a synthetic san-
dalwood odorant called Sandalore, 
which the cells were exposed to in a 
test tube for five days.
All cells contain genes that are ei-
ther activated or lie dormant, deter-
mining the function of that cell. Sci-
entists have developed methods for 
identifying the expression of these 
olfactory receptors in cells where 
they would not expect to find them, 
but identifying their functions is a 
more difficult task, according to Dr. 
Hanns Hatt, co-author of the study 
and a professor in the Department 
of Cell Physiology at Ruhr-Univer-
sität Bochum in Germany.
“We know exactly which recep-
tors exist in which tissues, but the 
problem is that even though we 
can tell that a particular olfactory 
receptor may be highly expressed 
in lung tissue, we don’t know the 
odorant that can activate it,” Hatt 
said. “Without that odorant, we 
can’t study [its] function.”
The interaction between olfac-
tory receptors and odor molecules 
works like a system of locks and 
keys, Hatt said. There are locks, or 
receptors, that can be opened with 
different keys, or odorants. Some 
locks only open with a certain key 
and some keys will open many 
locks, he added. A broadly tuned 
receptor can be activated by many 
odorants, but so far, in the case of 
the novel olfactory receptor pro-
tein, only a few chemical odorants 
have been found to activate it, mak-
ing it narrowly tuned. Researchers 
also face the problem of possibly 
labeling a receptor narrowly tuned 
when it could be that other odor-
ants that would activate it are not 
yet at their disposal.
Stuart Firestein, a professor 
in the Department of Biological 
Sciences at Columbia University, 
said olfactory receptors belong to 
a much larger family of receptors 
found all over the body and are ca-
pable of recognizing small mole-
cules and reacting to them. 
“They recognize small molecules 
when they’re inside our bodies or 
our brain in particular—things 
like neurotransmitters or hor-
mones or other chemicals of some 
importance,” Firestein said. When 
they’re in the olfactory system, 
they recognize chemicals out in the 
world, out in the environment.”
Although Sandalore is a common 
chemical, often used to make syn-
thetic sandalwood, researchers did 
not have a good understanding of 
which receptor would serve as its 
lock, Hatt said.
“We identified this receptor in 
the [skin cells] and found that San-
dalore could stimulate it, resulting 
in a calcium increase,” Hatt said. 
“This calcium influx stimulates a 
biochemical cascade that leads to 
an increase in the proliferation of 
skin cells. The cells [multiply] fast-
er and migrate to the wound.”
The research team used a tech-
nology called next-generation se-
quencing —which allowed them to 
profile which genes are expressed 
inside of a cell—to identify the nov-
el smell receptor responsible for 
the accelerated healing.
Matthew Schipma, technical 
director of the Next Generation 
Sequencing Core facility at North-
western University, said as genes 
within a cell are switched on or 
off, they manifest as transcripts, 
or messenger RNA. The mRNA 
is then isolated from the cell and 
turned into the type of DNA that is 
ultimately sequenced. Sequencing 
instruments generate hundreds of 
millions of DNA reads per cell.
“DNA reads are then mapped 
back to the genome,” Schipma said. 
“Gene expression is basically deter-
mined by how many reads align to 
a particular gene. This procedure 
gives scientists a way to estimate 
how active a gene is.”
Hatt said every cell in the body 
has the same number of about 
20,000–25,000 genes, of which only 
about half are usually activated. 
Researchers were able to measure 
which of the approximately 350 ol-
factory receptor genes were most 
and least activated based on how 
many copies of that particular gene 
were found in a certain tissue. 
“We know that in cancer cells, 
some of these olfactory receptor 
[proteins] are extremely highly ex-
pressed,” Hatt said. “There’s a re-
ceptor that exists in the prostate for 
the smell of viola that we can try to 
use as a diagnostic marker for can-
cerous cells. It also does the oppo-
site of the [skin cell] receptor—this 
viola receptor stops the prolifera-
tion of cancer cells—so we know the 
olfactory receptor can have varying 
functions in different cell types.”
mgreen@chroniclemail.com
Skin-deep smell receptors speed healing process
MAX GREEN
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DuPre said seeing how the de-
fault network could help  improve 
short-term memory functions was 
one of the more important aspects 
of the experiment.
The default network is involved 
in these longer-term memory rep-
resentations and the executive net-
work is involved in the short-term 
memory task. The default network 
carries long-term memory repre-
sentations that can be recruited 
by the executive network to make 
better predictions within the short-
term memory, according to DuPre.
While mind-wandering and rem-
Nakajima said her hypothesis 
for why the female mice may ex-
perience this sociosexual deficit 
during estrus—when their recep-
tor-expressing interneurons are 
inhibited—is that when they have 
the opportunity to become preg-
nant, female mice seek information 
about nearby males. Oxytocin is 
known to make humans more sen-
sitive to emotions, and during their 
fertile times there is a tendency 
for women to pick up on nonverbal 
cues from potential partners.
“That [might be] why these neu-
rons become very important in the 
prefrontal cortex,” Nakajima said. 
“[The mice] are trying to collect all 
of the information they can.”
Karen Parker, assistant profes-
sor in the Department of Psychiatry 
and Behavioral Science at Stanford 
University, said beginning in the 
1970s, researchers hypothesized 
that oxytocin may have been in-
volved not only in organizing some 
of the physiological events asso-
ciated with motherhood, such as 
uterine contractions and lactation, 
but also with turning on mother-
ing instincts and solidifying social 
bonds in mammals.
iniscing are often viewed in a neg-
ative light, DuPre said she hopes 
those views will soon be considered 
on a case-by-case basis. 
“The main thing is that we have 
this association that at all times 
mind-wandering can be negative,” 
DuPre said. “It certainly is in many, 
many contexts, like if you are in a 
lecture hall taking notes. If you are 
mind- wandering, you are not going 
to take notes as well. But there are 
some cases where mind-wandering 
can actually improve your perfor-
mance. If you are in a task that re-
quires a little more creativity, you 
can call upon these representations 
that you have to improve your per-
formance within the task.”
“There have been multiple de-
cades’ worth of work showing that 
oxytocin is not only involved in the 
onset of maternal care but in a va-
riety of social functions, including 
parenting behavior,” she said.
According to Parker, in certain 
species that form socially monog-
amous bonds, such as the prairie 
vole, oxytocin is involved in form-
ing partner preference. Human 
studies show that it plays a role in a 
variety of different social functions, 
including social learning, memory 
and cognition.
The finding shows how analysis 
of cell populations and molecular 
pathways within them can improve 
the understanding of nervous sys-
tem regulation, Heintz said.
“Most people understand that 
when someone is under stress, 
their behavior is quite different 
than when they’re not,” Heintz 
said. “This concept of internal 
modulation of behavioral states is 
illustrated by the effects of oxyto-
cin on social behavior. Behaviors 
are both context-dependent and 
physiologically dependent. Your 
internal physiology and your ex-
ternal experience can be important 
for behavior modulation.”
November is International Education Week!
In November, the college will be joining the rest of the world in observing 
International Education Week 2014 to celebrate the importance of international 
education and exchange! 
 
First celebrated in 2000 as the result of a joint initiative of the U.S. State Department 
and the U.S. Department of Education during President Clinton’s administration, this 
initiative was created to “promote programs that prepare Americans for a global 
environment and attract future leaders from abroad to study, learn, and exchange 
experiences in the United States.”
 
Officially taking place the week of November 16-21, the Office of International Student 
Affairs and the International Student Organization will be hosting events throughout 
the month of November, ranging from guest speakers, screenings, to an actual 
“World Bazaar” on Thursday, November 13 featuring performances and cultural 
booths to explore the different cultures represented at the college through the nearly 
300 international students who currently attend Columbia.
 
We hope that you will attend the upcoming events!  Just look for the IEW logo! 
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Behaviors are both context- and 
physiologically dependent.”
— Nathaniel Heintz
Rami Gabriel, an associate pro-
fessor of psychology in the Human-
ities, History & Social Sciences De-
partment, said although the study 
is valid, it is very similar to recent 
research suggesting that the uncon-
scious mind is simply somewhat 
better equipped to handle certain 
mental tasks.
“People sometimes are better at 
tasks if they are not paying atten-
tion,” Gabriel said. “That is because 
the unconscious processes are ac-
tually more appropriate for that 
task. If you just let the unconscious 
[mind] do its thing, it will do better 
than if reflection is needed.”
Cassidy Johnson THE CHRONICLE
Falafel
INGREDIENTS
1 32-oz. bag dry chickpeas 
1 bunch fresh parsley
2 large onions
1 clove garlic
1 serrano pepper
5 teaspoons salt
2 teaspoons black pepper
1/2 teaspoon red pepper flakes
2 teaspoons cumin
1 teaspoon coriander
1/2 teaspoon baking soda
Vegetable oil for deep-frying
INSTRUCTIONS
Lou Foglia THE CHRONICLE
AS AN ARAB, I grew up eating Arabic 
food, and falafel is one of my favor-
ites. I always loved to cut a piece of 
pita bread in half and stuff it with 
falafel and hummus. The best part 
about falafel is that it is easy to 
make and full of flavor. It is also a 
great way to teach the tongue the 
fine taste of Arabia.
To start, get a bag of dry chick-
peas and soak them in cold water 
overnight or for approximately 12 
hours. Drain the water and grind 
the chickpeas in the food processor. 
A 32-oz. bag will have a lot of chick-
peas, so blend in batches until all of 
the chickpeas have gone through 
the processor. It helps to have two 
large bowls or pots to which you can 
transfer the chickpeas. Next, blend 
it all again after adding the spices, 
and do not be light-handed with the 
parsley—it gives the falafel its color 
and fresh taste. After the mixture 
is ready, sprinkle half a teaspoon of 
baking soda on it to allow for a more 
thorough frying. Heat the oil while 
letting the baking soda sit on the 
blend of spices.
Then, it’s time to fry the falafel. 
Roll the mix into medium-sized 
balls and fry them until they are 
brown and cooked on the inside. 
Depending on how big you want 
your falafel to be, consider using an 
ice cream scooper to neatly form 
the balls. Be sure to round off the 
side so that the scoop produces 
consistent balls. Fry a couple falafel 
for a mouth-watering taste test. Al-
ternatively, this vegan dish can also 
be baked to cut the calorie count.
The falafel should be crispy on 
the outside and fluffy on the inside, 
and you should be able to taste each 
of the ingredients.
After they are done, make a sand-
wich. Any leftover chickpeas can 
go into a homemade hummus by 
blending them with tahini, lem-
on, salt and a tablespoon of water. 
If not, grab some hummus from 
the store, put the combo of chick-
pea-based foods in the pocket of the 
pita bread and savor the spices. 
NOVICE SOUS CHEF GURU
Thursday, November 6, 2014
5:30 p.m., Music Center Concert Hall
1014 S. Michigan Ave.
Moderated by Renee Ferguson
Investigative Reporter
RSVP at columbialinks.org/humantrafficking
Join the discussion on Twitter: #TraffickedTeensNov6
ABBAS HALEEM
Copy Editor
ahaleem@chroniclemail.com
1. Soak dry chickpeas in cold water overnight.
2. Drain water, then grind in food processor 
twice. Add spices during second grinding.
3. Let rest for 15–20 minutes after adding 
baking soda, then start forming the mixture 
into small- or medium-sized balls.
4. Fry in vegetable oil until inside is fully 
cooked and outside is brown.
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discussions about the mural be-
gan in August after a group of his 
friends learned of his death. 
“We knew that he had an ap-
preciation for [murals in Pilsen],” 
Goble said. “We thought a good way 
[to honor him] would be to create a 
mural for him and for us to have a 
place to go to remember him.”
The colorful mural is eye-catch-
ing and prompts pedestrians to stop 
and admire the art, Goble said. Paul 
Guizar, the thrift shop’s owner, ap-
preciated the work Foley was do-
ing in Syria and was honored that 
Foley’s friends wanted to use his 
business’s wall, Goble said. It is also 
across the street from Cafe Jump-
ing Bean, a coffee shop Foley used 
to spend  time in, she added.
FRIENDS AND FAMILY of murdered 
American journalist James Foley 
are commemorating his life with a 
mural on the side of Pilsen’s Vin-
tage & Thrift Store, 1430 W. 18th St.
Foley, a freelance war correspon-
dent, traveled to Syria to cover the 
country’s civil war. He was abduct-
ed by the Islamic State of Iraq and 
Syria jihadist group in November 
2012 and was beheaded almost two 
years later on Aug. 19, making him 
the first American killed by ISIS in 
retaliation to U.S. air strikes in Iraq. 
ISIS later released a video of the ex-
ecution on the internet.
April Goble, executive director 
of KIPP Chicago Public Charter 
Schools and a friend of Foley, said 
WITH BUBBLEGUM-POP PRINCESSES 
dominating the airwaves, it is easy 
to forget about edgy female musi-
cians such as Kim Gordon of Sonic 
Youth or Exile In Guyville-era Liz 
Phair, who only needed a guitar and 
a microphone to deliver beautiful 
music. However, Melbourne, Aus-
tralian rocker Courtney Barnett 
proved that there is still a glimmer 
of hope for the industry with her 
incredible Oct. 27 set at the Metro, 
3730 N. Clark St. 
Barnett took to the stage after a 
disappointing hour-long set by the 
Brooklyn-based eight-piece band 
San Fermin. The band performed 
with its new singer Charlene Kaye 
but failed to mesh with the audi-
ence. Kaye, who filled in vocals for 
the band’s self-titled debut album’s 
original vocalists Holly Laestig and 
Jess Wolfe of Lucius, was a clear 
distraction from the rest of the 
group. Her overly dramatic the-
ater kid-like expressions and over 
reaching voice did not quite gel 
with lead singer Allen Tate’s mono-
tone vocal delivery.
The band played some tracks 
from its 2013 album, including 
“Methuselah,” with Tate seeming-
ly doing his best vocal impression 
of The National’s Matt Berninger. 
Kaye’s overly sensualized stage  x SEE BARNETT, PG. 28
 x SEE FOLEY, PG. 28
GINA SCARPINO
Assistant Arts & Culture Editor
SPENCER HALL
Assistant Arts & Culture Editor
Metro audience thinks Barnett ‘clever cos she plays guitar’
performance distracted from the 
song’s quiet beauty, stealing most 
of the attention from the ensemble 
and missing an opportunity to win 
the floor audience over.
Although the performance did 
not quite stick with the jaded au-
dience, it is not to say San Fermin 
did not try to liven things up. The 
band’s trumpet player John Bran-
don even made an attempt at get-
ting the place going by jumping into 
the middle of the packed audience 
and blaring his brass in the faces of 
iPhone-wielding youngsters. 
After San Fermin finished the 
hour-long set with a new, unre-
leased song “Philosopher,” a much 
better performance than many of 
the other tracks, the semi-disap-
pointed Metro audience was in 
need of an energy boost. Lucky for 
them, Barnett made her way onto 
the stage, bringing with her a care-
free ‘90s slacker rock attitude that 
was a welcome shot in the arm for 
the nonchalant audience.
In stark contrast to the loudly 
jumbled stiffness of San Fermin’s 
performance, Barnett strummed 
her guitar without a pick and spun 
around the stage with her messy 
bangs swinging past over face all 
night, embodying the chaotic stage 
persona of a Nevermind-era Kurt 
Cobain reincarnated. 
The singer performed her entire 
set in front of projected images 
from the “Anonymous Club” music 
video, a song from her 2013 EP How 
To Carve a Carrot into a Rose. The 
song of the album’s name brought 
down the house, thanks to Barnett’s 
gravelly voice and muted guitar 
work. Barnett’s performance was 
reminiscent of singer Sharon Van 
Etten as her raspy vocal perfor-
mance soared to the top of the Met-
ro’s upper-level balcony.
Barnett, who returned to the 
Windy City for the fourth time 
since releasing her 2012 EP I’ve 
Got a Friend Called Emily Ferris as 
well as How to Carve a Carrot into a 
Rose, is not a singer known for her 
banter. Other than the occasional 
“Oi” chant before a song, Barnett 
lets her wry and autobiographical 
Lou Foglia THE CHRONICLE
Australian singer/songwriter Courtney Barnett re-energized the audience at the Metro, 3730 N. Clark St., on Oct. 27 after San Fermin’s disappointing performance.
New Pilsen mural 
honors James Foley
Carolina Sánchez THE CHRONICLE
A new mural on the side of Pilsen’s Vintage & Thrift Store, 1430 W. 18th St., honors the late journalist James Foley. Friends of Foley came up with the idea as a tribute to him.
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SOME WORSHIP LADY Gaga and others 
Rihanna, but many more bow down 
to Beyoncé, the music mogul of our 
generation. Fans watched her stand 
out from Destiny’s Child as she rose 
to the top, achieving an unforgetta-
ble solo career. 
I always anticipate seeing what 
Beyoncé will wear during her 
shows or at the Grammys —it is safe 
to say that Queen Bey never fails 
to impress. However, according to 
a July 29 New York Times article 
written by Vanessa Friedman, 
Beyoncé does not slay fashion the 
way she does music. 
The article was inspired by the 
induction of Beyoncé to the Leg-
ends of Rock section of the Rock 
and Roll Hall of Fame in Cleveland, 
Ohio. Seven garments from award 
shows and music videos all worn 
by Beyoncé herself are displayed 
in the hall, posing the question 
of whether Beyoncé is in fact a 
fashion icon or just a powerful 
musician with a great stylist. 
Whether they are sporting 
standout trends to award shows, in 
music videos or on their Instagram 
accounts, musicians have always 
been associated with being fashion 
icons or inspiring fashion move-
ments. The relationship between 
music and fashion has always 
existed because they are arguably 
two of the most important staples 
of many cultures. 
The close relationship of music 
and fashion is far from accidental 
as they serve as a prime form of 
self-expression. 
While it is clear that Beyoncé 
can inspire with her female-em-
powering lyrics, I have to wonder if 
she is on par with Madonna, Lady 
Gaga or Rihanna when it comes 
to inspiring mass numbers of 
people with thought-provoking and 
groundbreaking fashion trends. 
Lady Gaga and Rihanna have 
made waves in the fashion industry 
and have even been muses to some 
of the most well-known designers 
in the industry like Donatella Ver-
sace and Oliver Rousteing. 
Lady Gaga’s 2010 MTV Video 
Music Awards meat dress and Ri-
hanna’s sheer Adam Selman gown 
adorned with 230,000 Swarovski 
crystals, worn at the 2014 Council 
of Fashion Designers of America  
awards, prove that both women 
take their fashion sense and per-
sonal style to a new level. Although 
Beyoncé commands attention 
during her performances with cos-
tume-like ensembles or her elegant 
gowns worn on the red carpet at 
award shows, she has never taken 
the risks that Rihanna and Lady 
Gaga have. 
It is apparent that outside of the 
glitz and glamour of her exciting 
shows, Beyoncé sports an average 
and underwhelming style.
Her Instagram is a prime ex-
ample of just how casual Beyoncé 
keeps it. Her ripped shorts and 
plaid long sleeves wrapped around 
her waist may showcase a standout 
accessory here and there, but only 
occasionally.
So how does Beyoncé make a 
statement? She mixes and matches 
different prints with similar color 
schemes, and if you ask me, that 
would have barely made a fashion 
icon in 2006. 
WHAT IS YOUR FAVORITE HALLOWEEN MOVIE? 
“I really don’t like Halloween movies.”
ARIELLA PHILLIPO
Junior marketing communication major
WHAT IS YOUR FAVORITE HALLOWEEN MOVIE? 
“‘Halloweentown.’”
JON ORTIGOZA
Junior art + design major
WHAT IS YOUR FAVORITE HALLOWEEN MOVIE? 
“‘The Exorcist.’”
KATIE COLE
Junior business & entrepreneurship major
WHAT IS YOUR FAVORITE HALLOWEEN MOVIE? 
“The first ‘Jeepers Creepers.’”
KAMIL KWASNIK
Sophomore cinema art + science major
ncraig@chroniclemail.com
To the left: Beyoncé’s style far from 
irreplaceable
“The piece was inspired by 
Indian sari garments. The idea 
was to create a contemporary 
look with the traditional pieces. 
The choice to use tulle and 
embroidered lace added to the 
decorative and beautiful details 
in the sari.”
LYDIA THOMPSON
senior fashion studies major
Kelly Wenzel THE CHRONICLE
Kelly Wenzel THE CHRONICLE
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-SINCE 1961-
Arti t
Café
www.artists-cafe.com
Students, faculty, and staff
Void Friday - Sunday
15% OFF
Mon - Thurs
1150 S. WABASH AVE.
CHICAGO, IL 60605
312.583.9940
8am - 8pm - Breakfast Lunch Dinner 
Gelato · Espresso · Desserts · Soup · Salads · Sandwiches · Burgers · Wraps
412 S. MICHIGAN AVE.
CHICAGO, IL 60605
Breakfast · Lunch · Dinner · After Theater · Fine Wines · Great Spirits  · Espresso
312.939.7855
Sun.–Tues.  7:30 – 9 p.m. / Wed-Sat.  7:30 –11 p.m.
WE DELIVER!
CHICAGO WILL JOIN in the centennial 
commemoration of writer William 
S. Burroughs’ birth with an exhibit 
of his artwork called “The Tickets 
That Exploded: The Art of William 
S. Burroughs” and a party at the 
Chicago Humanities Festival’s “In-
terzone: A William S. Burroughs 
Birthday Bash.” 
Burroughs is known to the world 
for his works of Beat Generation 
literature, which include “Junk-
ie,” “The Yage Letters” and “Naked 
Lunch,” but some also know him 
for his work in visual media such 
as film and painting. The exhibit is 
running through Nov. 9 in the Son-
nenschein Gallery in the Durand 
Art Institute at Lake Forest Col-
lege, 555 N. Sheridan Road, in Lake 
Forest, Illinois.
Being responsible for populariz-
ing the cut-up method with artist 
Brion Gysin as well as influencing 
future Beat writers Allen Ginsberg 
and Jack Kerouac in the late 1940s, 
Burroughs also developed many 
works of art using spray paint, shot-
guns and stencils during the latter 
years of his life in Lawrence, Kan-
sas. This year would have been the 
counterculture icon’s 100th year if 
still alive, and many fans worldwide 
are commemorating his life and 
work with events and celebrations.
‘The artist they called him’
Chicago celebrates Burroughs centenary
Corrina Lesser, associate direc-
tor of Programming and Education 
at the Chicago Humanities Festival, 
said “Interzone: A William S. Bur-
roughs Birthday Bash” was a natu-
ral fit for the 2014 festival’s  “Jour-
neys” theme.
“Thinking about how controver-
sial Burroughs’ work was when he 
first started publishing and the fact 
that now institutions all over the 
world are celebrating his centenary, 
I thought that was a really import-
ant conversation for us to be having 
as a part of the festival,” Lesser said. 
The event will feature perfor-
mances from poets such as Anne 
Waldman, Eileen Myles and Tony 
Trigilio, director of the poetry pro-
gram in the Creative Writing De-
partment at Columbia, as well as 
musical performances from John 
Langford, Sasha Frere-Jones and 
Don Meyer.
“This program is a little wild and 
crazy in all the best ways,” Lesser 
said. “We are going to be moving 
back and forth between poetry, 
song and then some collaboration.”
Davis Schneiderman, a Bur-
roughs scholar as well as associate 
dean of faculty and professor of En-
glish at Lake Forest College, helped 
bring the birthday celebration to 
the Chicago Humanities Festival 
along with the exhibit at the college.
“I became interested in the oth-
er events happening around the 
country and around the world, and 
I recognized that Chicago needs 
something,” Schneiderman said. 
“Burroughs is important for Chica-
go. He lived in Chicago, he covered 
the 1968 Democratic Convention 
and we needed to do something.”
Schneiderman said Burroughs 
is a very important figure in Amer-
ican literature and, although it was 
never his intention to become part 
of the mainstream, Burroughs de-
serves just as much respect as other 
American authors.
“Burroughs was someone who 
was such a literary and aesthetic 
chameleon, who was a cipher, re-
ally, for the age because he used 
factors of randomness in his work,” 
Schneiderman said. “He was in-
terested in allowing collaborative 
experiences in to inform what he 
makes. He’s the anti-Hemingway 
because Hemingway was sort of a 
conservative figure, whereas Bur-
roughs is not and partially because 
the work is so varied that it nev-
er allows itself to be pigeonholed, 
which also is what stops people 
from understanding it.”
Yuri Zupancic, the art director 
for William S. Burroughs Commu-
nications and curator of the exhibit, 
said not all of the work in the gallery 
will be the shotgun art that is typi-
cally associated with the writer.
“We are going to have some 
of [Burroughs’] shotgun art,” 
Zupancic said. “It’s the first things 
you see when you walk into the gal-
lery. A lot of works use spray paint 
and stencils he created. We’re even 
going to exhibit the stencils that he 
used, which is a really interesting 
progression of his work. He was al-
ways looking for things in daily life 
to channel into his work, and after 
he began painting with spray paint, 
he found that you can take any ob-
ject from life and create a shadow 
of it.”
Trigilio will read his Burroughs 
inspired work titled “White Noise” 
at Interzone and said he is happy to 
be participate in the celebrations. 
“I don’t think that Burroughs will 
ever be one of our favorite main-
stream writers because he nev-
er sought that type of audience,” 
Trigilio said. “But his audience is 
so loyal, you think of all of the writ-
ers and punk musicians who made 
pilgrimages to him in Lawrence. 
His appeal just cuts across many 
artistic [mediums]. He’s always 
going to have that, but I think these 
commemorations will intensify it 
a bit.”
Courtesy YURI ZUPANCIC
A Burroughs painting called “Drug Hysteria” made in ‘88 with ink and cut-up collage, a method from his writing.
bbarrowcliff@chroniclemail.com
BAXTER BARROWCLIFF
Arts & Culture Editor
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Bewitching Hours
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Haunted happenings possess Columbia campus
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IN the days leading up to Halloween, the Columbia community showcased its holiday spirit along South Wabash Avenue during the weeklong 24-Hour Night event.
The celebration, produced and coordinated by students, featured the creative 
pumpkin carvings of Columbia students and a “true blood drive” on Oct. 
29. However, the campus was overtaken the following evening by a spooky 
conglomerate of haunted attractions.
A 17-room house of horrors, located on the third-floor workroom of the 
916 S. Wabash Ave. Building, featured the constructions of campus staff and 
student organizations. Devilish makeup covered the faces of student volunteers 
who lurked in every dark corner of the mind-twisting fright maze. The brave 
souls that made it through the haunted house were able to treat themselves to 
some celebratory zombie face painting done by artists in the building’s lobby.
Just down the street at the 1104 S. Wabash Ave. Building, costumed 
partygoers danced at the Masqueerade Ball. Food and drinks complemented 
the nearby nail bar, and a costume competition allowed students to showcase 
their clever disguises.
Those who decided to take the party elsewhere could do so via free zombie 
pedicab rides to 623 S. Wabash Ave. Arriving students were greeted by mind 
readers, trick-or-treaters and a temporary tattoo parlor just outside the first 
floor lobby. DJ Taigo from Chicago radio station 88.5 FM hosted a karaoke 
event in which students competed for a cash prize. - Lou Foglia
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WITH SO MANY Mexican restaurants 
to choose from, it is hard for new-
comers to stand out. But Mercadito 
Counter, 738 N. Clark St., a self-de-
scribed “Mexican Deli,” avoids fall-
ing into the fast-food category next 
to popular chains such as Chipotle 
or Qdoba and differentiates itself by 
its Mexican twist on classic Ameri-
can comfort food.
Following a yearlong delay, the 
eatery opened its doors in August, 
moving into a former Bel 50 lo-
cation. Mercadito Counter was 
founded by Alfredo Sandoval of 
Mercadito Hospitality, the restau-
rant group’s 11th holding.
The restaurant provides counter 
service along with a friendly staff, 
and the food is delivered from the 
kitchen within five minutes of or-
dering. The inexpensive prices and 
swift service make Mercadito a 
great dining spot.
Mercadito Counter keeps its 
menu simple with classic Mexican 
dishes such as flour-tortilla tacos, 
including a choice of toppings rang-
ing from steak ($3) to fish ($3.50). 
Each taco is served “almost naked” 
with house-made salsas on the 
side. The flour tortilla of the Gringo 
($3.50) blends nicely with the suc-
culent slices of steak topped with 
lettuce, cheddar cheese and a color-
ful jolt of pico de gallo.
While the menu includes a va-
riety of well-known Mexican fa-
vorites, the real star is the restau-
rant’s signature hot dogs. One of 
the best items, The Mexican ($4), 
includes a bacon-wrapped hot dog 
topped with pico de gallo, mayo, 
jalapeno relish, mustard and ketch-
up. Although ketchup on a hot dog 
is something native Chicagoans 
frown upon, both The Mexican and 
the Fundido’s ($4.50) singular taste 
and presentation might be excep-
tions to the rule.
The hot dogs are appeal to on-
the-go customers, but Mercadito 
Counter features delicious Mexi-
can dishes such as the Quesadillas 
($6.50) and the Chicken a las Brasas 
($12.50/$19.50), served in a tortilla 
filled with pan-fried chicken, rice, 
beans and a choice of garlic-lemon 
or adobo seasoning. Nachos ($7.50) 
include freshly baked chips with 
typical yet tasty toppings like a 
choice of steak, chicken, shrimp or 
corn and poblano. Unlike many na-
cho plates, the Mercadito Counter’s 
include a large portion of chips and 
toppings, but the dish is not messy. 
The chips stay crisp with every bite, 
rather than turning the meal into a 
soggy, greasy mess.
Mercadito Counter also fea-
tures a variety of tasty beverages, 
from the Triple Citrus Aide ($3.50) 
to the House Made Agua Fresca 
($4), including a choice of sweet 
strawberry-cinnamon, refreshing 
cucumber-lemongrass or pineap-
ple-ginger. While these items are 
a refreshing, it is hard to set foot 
inside Mercadito without ordering 
one of its delicious Mexican milk-
shakes. The Spicechata ($5.50) is a 
vanilla milkshake spiced with mor-
ita chile seasoning to add some heat 
to the usual treat. The mix of sweet 
vanilla ice cream blended together 
with the chile seasoning makes for 
a surprisingly satisfying dessert or 
side item.
While the other Mexican sit-
down restaurants often strive for 
an overly authentic aesthetic that 
winds up gauche, Mercadito’s dim-
ly lit track lighting and art-filled 
walls make customers feel right at 
home. There are no fancy gimmicks 
at Mercadito, only a casual dining 
experience that makes it a great 
place to grab a quick and inexpen-
sive bite no matter the time of day.
Mercadito Counter fresh and fast food
SPENCER HALL
Assistant Arts & Culture Editor
shall@chroniclemail.com
Lou Foglia THE CHRONICLE
The Mercadito Counter, 738 N. Clark St., serves up fast and inexpensive comfort food with a Mexican influence.
Lou Foglia THE CHRONICLE
Mercadito has a varied menu including the tasty steak nachos or the satisfying Mexican and Fundido hot dogs.
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EACH FALL, SOME of the most inno-
vative musicians from two con-
tinents come together in a single 
place: the Chicago Cultural Center. 
And for two illuminating nights, 
Chicagoans will hear sounds never 
encountered before.
The annual European Jazz 
Meets Chicago festival will feature 
creative improvisers and icono-
clastic composers from both sides 
of the Atlantic, but this time there’s 
a twist: The international gathering 
will not be part of the larger Um-
brella Music Festival, which in the 
past fanned out to various venues 
for several days of concerts.
“We’re focusing our energies 
on European Jazz Meets Chica-
go,” explains Chicago saxophon-
ist-bandleader Dave Rempis, one 
of the event’s longtime organizers. 
“We’re a small organization with 
limited resources, and we’ve put a 
lot of resources into doing the festi-
val this year. But the truth is there’s 
so much great music happening 
throughout the year, those resourc-
es are better utilized by spreading 
them out during the year rather 
than on a one-time event.” 
Even so, this year’s edition of Eu-
ropean Jazz Meets Chicago, which 
takes place Nov. 5th and 6th has 
plenty to recommend it, the soi-
ree bringing both unheralded and 
widely admired players to multiple 
spaces in the Cultural Center: the 
glittering (and somewhat boomy) 
Preston Bradley Hall, the intimate 
Claudia Cassidy Theater and the 
casual Randolph Street Cafe.
The Europeans and Chicago-
ans will share the marquee and, 
often, the bandstand, in a minifest 
well-suited to the sensibilities and 
expectations of Chicago listeners. 
Although avant-garde Chicago jazz 
musicians have been collaborating 
with their European peers for de-
cades, the partnerships have been 
deepening since European Jazz 
Meets Chicago emerged in 2007 
(one year after the Umbrella Mu-
sic Festival launched). Moreover, 
the event has built an audience for 
players who otherwise would be un-
familiar here, as have other perfor-
mances presented by the Umbrella 
Music organization that Rempis 
and friends long have championed.
The creation of a cross-conti-
nental new-music summit at the 
Chicago Cultural Center was the 
handiwork of Michael Orlove, for-
merly a city of Chicago program-
mer, and Cees de Bever, formerly of 
the Netherlands Consulate Gener-
al, the two nurturing an event with 
no real counterpart in the United 
States. Because entry has always 
been free, listeners risked little in 
checking out unfamiliar music, so 
the concerts have been packed. 
“The dialogue that has been go-
ing back and forth between the 
European scene—which is a pret-
ty broad generalization—and the 
Chicago scene is very deep at this 
point,” Rempis said. “We have re-
lationships with musicians in Am-
sterdam, Berlin, Stockholm, Vien-
na, and they’re all quite important. 
There’s really quite a back-and-
forth in the music that has been 
very healthy for both sides of it. 
“It’s just not a rarity anymore it’s an 
open dialogue.” 
In large measure, that is thanks 
to European Jazz Meets Chicago. 
Following is an annotated guide 
to the event, which takes place at 
the Chicago Cultural Center, 78 E. 
Washington St. 
Wednesday Nov. 5, 6:30 p.m.: 
Waclaw Zimpel Quartet (Poland), 
Claudia Cassidy Theater. Clarinet-
ist Zimpel has played often with 
Chicago musicians during the past 
several years, including in Ken 
Vandermark’s Resonance Ensem-
ble. This time he will bring one of 
his own bands, a quartet staffed 
by pianist Krzysztof Dys, bassist 
Christian Ramond and drummer 
Klaus Kugel. 
7:30 p.m.: Per Ake Holmlander 
(Sweden), Preston Bradley Hall. 
Holmlander extends the technical 
and sonic palette of the tuba. For 
this performance, he will play solo, 
making this a rare opportunity to 
scrutinize his art. 
8:30 p.m.: Silke Eberhard Quartet 
(Germany), Claudia Cassidy The-
ater. The inventive German saxo-
phonist has built a formidable rep-
utation in Europe and here makes 
what is believed to be her Chicago 
debut. She will be joined by Chica-
go musicians who have collaborat-
ed with one another: vibraphonist 
Jason Adasiewicz, bassist Jason 
Roebke and drummer Mike Reed. 
Thursday Nov 6, 6:30 p.m.: 
Juozas Kuraitis Quartet (Lithu-
ania), Claudia Cassidy Theater. 
Saxophonist Kuraitis spans a wide 
stylistic swath, including big-band 
projects. For this occasion, he’ll 
partner with a young generation of 
Chicago improvisers: pianist Paul 
Giallorenzo, bassist Albert Wilde-
man and drummer Charles Rum-
back. 7:30 p.m.: Dans Les Arbres 
(Norway), Preston Bradley Hall:.
The Norwegian ensemble plays 
music of transparent beauty and 
stillness, with Ivar Grydeland and 
Christian Wallumrod on various 
“prepared” instruments (meaning 
they have been altered), Ingar Zach 
on drums and the French clarinet 
virtuoso Xavier Charles doubling 
on harmonica. 8:30 p.m. Max Nagl/
Jim Baker Duo (Austria), Claudia 
Cassidy Theater. A leading alto sax-
ophonist, Nagl will partner with a 
long-standing Chicago freethink-
er, keyboardist Baker. 9:30 p.m.: 
Escape Lane (France), Randolph 
Street Cafe. As part of The Bridge, 
an ongoing exchange of musicians 
in Chicago and France, this band 
will partner Marquis Hill and sax-
ophonist Ari Brown, both Chicago-
ans, with former Chicago guitarist 
Jeff Parker and two French artists: 
bassist Joachim Florent and drum-
mer Denis Fournier. Also worth 
hearing: John Abercrombie. The 
versatile guitarist leads a quartet 
with pianist Marc Copeland, bass-
ist Drew Gress and drummer Joey 
Baron. 8 and 10 p.m. Friday and 
Saturday; 4, 8 and 10 p.m. Sunday, 
at the Jazz Showcase, 806 S. Plym-
outh Court; $25-$45; 312-360-0234 
or visit jazzshowcase.com
European Jazz Meets Chicago carries a twist 
HOWARD REICH
MCT Newswire
chronicle@colum.edu
Courtesy VICTOR GRIGAS
The Chicago Cultural Center, 78 E Washington St., is home to the annual European Jazz Meets Chicago Festival.
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EVERYBODY LOVES A great comeback 
story—stars such as Robert Downey 
Jr. and Betty White have done just 
that, disappearing from the spot-
light and reemerging in roles that 
reenergize their careers. Now it is 
Michael Keaton’s turn. Although 
he became recognizable in 1989 
for starring in the blockbuster hit 
“Batman,” his career has faded in 
recent years. However, his latest 
film, “Birdman,” puts Keaton back 
in the public eye with a compelling 
performance that is a standout in 
his 40-year career. 
Keaton plays Riggan Thomp-
son, a washed-up actor known for 
his role as the superhero Birdman. 
Thompson writes, directs and stars 
in a Broadway adaptation of Ray-
mond Carver’s book “What We Talk 
About When We Talk About Love,” 
but things begin to crumble before 
the preview performances begin. 
After a light falls from the ceiling 
and knocks out one of Thompson’s 
co-stars, a talented stage actor 
named Mike Shiner (Edward Nor-
ton) is brought in to replace him. 
Shiner’s presence creates problems 
for Thompson and the rest of the 
cast. Amid the chaos, Thompson 
hears the voice of Birdman in his 
head, mocking and calling him a 
failure. He struggles to control his 
show and maintain sanity as open-
ing night approaches.  
The decision to cast Keaton car-
ries extra meaning because his 
own career mirrors Thompson’s. 
He played Bruce Wayne/Batman 
in both of Tim Burton’s films and 
has since starred in several smaller 
roles, never quite achieving the lev-
el of fame he once had. Thus, Kea-
ton is able to inject a brutal dose of 
sincerity into what could otherwise 
be a tepid, cliche role. He has a deep 
understanding of Thompson’s de-
sire to become relevant again and 
perfectly juggles anxiety, anger and 
insanity to create a brilliantly com-
pelling character. Keaton also pro-
vides the voice of Birdman, giving 
extremely  hilarious commentary 
for the audience on Thompson’s 
depressing prospects.  
The reporters, actors and even 
the voice of Birdman constantly 
question Thompson’s intentions. 
Is he doing this play to satisfy his 
need to be admired or to truly cre-
ate a meaningful piece of art? He 
constantly struggles to validate 
himself and his career through this 
play even at the expense of his rela-
tionships with others, to which his 
daughter Sam (Emma Stone) re-
sponds, “You’re doing this because 
you’re scared to death—like the rest 
of us—that you don’t matter. And you 
know what? You’re right. You don’t.” 
It is Thompson’s riveting existen-
tial crisis that drives him to near in-
sanity, causing him to start having 
visions in which he stumbles across 
Birdman himself. 
Norton steals the spotlight in 
several scenes. Carrying himself 
with charisma, he is one of the fun-
niest characters in the film. Shiner 
goes to absurd lengths to deliver 
the best performance possible, 
most of which involve undermin-
ing Thompson’s authority. This 
goes from drinking stiff gin during a 
dinner scene to suggesting Thomp-
son should get a real gun instead of 
a prop for the play’s climax. Shin-
er is a talented actor and he knows 
it. His ego has him butting into the 
lives of the other cast members and 
causing trouble.  
Dueling writer and director Ale-
jandro González Iñárritu, known for 
“Amores Perros” and “Babel,” has 
crafted one of the most tremendous 
technical feats in years. The entire 
film is edited to create the illusion 
that it was shot in a single take, 
evoking the effect of a stage play. 
With the exception of some brief 
shots in the beginning and ending, 
there is not a single visible cut. Ed-
itors Douglas Crise and Stephen 
Mirrione use clever effects to stim-
ulate seamless transitions. In one 
instance, Thompson throws a vase 
of flowers at a wall. The camera 
whips around to follow the flying 
vase as it crashes against the wall 
before moving back slowly to reveal 
a brand new scene in the same loca-
tion. Cinematographer Emmanuel 
Lubezki, who won an Oscar for his 
work on 2013’s “Gravity,” fluidly 
navigates the camera through the 
halls of the theater, moving from 
one character to the next without 
stopping in one place for more than 
a few moments. Although there 
have been many memorable long 
takes in film history, this one lasts 
for a solid two hours and the ending 
results are fantastic.   
Evocative of a true spectator, the 
continuous film hammers the un-
derlying point of the story: No mat-
ter how important or famous peo-
ple think they are, the world does 
not revolve around them and time 
keeps marching on. 
FREE FRIES & DRINK
*With the purchase of $5.00 or greater
‘Birdman’ a soaring comeback for Michael Keaton
JOSH WEITZEL
Film Critic
jweitzel@chroniclemail.com
IMDb
Michael Keaton delivers a captivating performance in “Birdman,” along with Emma Stone and Edward Norton in director Alejandro González Iñárritu’s new comedy/drama.
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NEW FOUND GLORY, a pop-punk band 
from Coral Springs, Florida, has 
made its mark on the genre. 
After the release of its hit song 
“My Friends Over You” in 2002 
and parting with longtime guitar-
ist Steve Klein, the group, which 
is now composed of singer Jordan 
Pundik, guitarist Chad Gilbert, 
bassist Ian Grushka and drummer 
Cyrus Bolooki released its eighth 
studio album, Resurrection, on Oct. 
7 through Hopeless Records. The 
response has been the best the band 
has received yet, with fans request-
ing the songs at shows. 
Together for 17 years, New 
Found Glory has become known 
for defining the pop-punk genre 
along with bands such as Blink 182. 
The Florida four-piece has influ-
enced many other groups in the 
genre with pounding drums and 
catchy harmonies.
The Chronicle spoke with Pun-
dik about the band’s latest album, 
trend setting and the maturation of 
the band’s sound through the years.
THE CHRONICLE: Why did you name 
the new album Resurrection?
JORDAN PUNDIK: [With] every-
thing we were going through in the 
past year, it was kind of like look-
ing at the s----y situations that we 
were going through and kind of 
coming out of them a better band. A 
lot of people say, “Oh Resurrection—
did you guys die and come back?” 
No, we were always around. It’s 
just getting through those [tough] 
times and coming out a lot stronger 
than before.
Yeah! I don’t know if it’s a con-
scious aim. It’s just kind of natu-
rally happening that way, which is 
really cool. It’s not just a bunch of 
old dudes drinking beer in the back 
saying, “Play ‘My Friends Over 
You.’” Everyone’s getting into all of 
the songs and people that grew up 
listening to us are now our age and 
they’ve introduced their younger 
friends or siblings to the band. I’m 
pretty active online and I go on 
Twitter and people will message 
me and say, “I’ve never listened to 
you guys. [Resurrection] is the first 
record [I’ve heard by you] and it’s 
awesome.” It’s really cool.
How do you think your music has 
changed through the years?
We’ve always been a band that 
writes about the human experi-
ence. I feel like we’ve grown theme-
wise, and musically we always try 
to make [the next album] better 
than the last one. People say our 
band has defined a genre, which is 
a flattering thing. I never think of it 
that way. There are so many people 
in bands and fans that come up to 
us and tell us that we get better with 
age. There’s people that hate and 
say, “Oh, they should have stayed 
in the direction of Coming Home,” 
but I don’t care. I want to have fun 
on tour and on stage. I want to have 
fans that are going to have fun when 
they come see us play. The main 
focus is to write fun, upbeat songs 
that people can relate to. We want 
to keep doing what we do and what 
people know us and love us for. We 
didn’t want to abandon anyone on 
the way.
How did the recording process dif-
fer between Resurrection and your 
earlier albums?
It was the first time we had all the 
songs done before we went into the 
studio. How that came about was I 
was going up to [Gilbert’s] house—I 
live in San Diego and he’s up in 
L.A.—so I would drive up to his 
house once a week and we would 
just sit at his table and talk about 
the direction and what we want-
ed to talk about. [Bolooki] would 
come up, too, and we’d record crap-
py demos; then before we went to 
record, we got a rehearsal place for 
a week and ran through the songs 
with everybody. When we went 
[into the studio], we had everything 
pretty much ready to go. [Producer] 
Neal Avron came to our rehearsal 
space to hang out and listen to [the 
new] songs. He helped with some of 
our other records, and we knew we 
were going into this record self-pro-
ducing it. He came in just to give us 
some notes and said he didn’t have 
any notes for us, so that was a really 
good ego booster. 
How would you describe the sound of 
the new record?
It’s got a lot of bite to it. I want to say 
it’s the most positive record as far 
as how people can relate to it. But 
there’s also a lot of mean songs on 
there, but mean in a way that you’re 
dealing with those things and 
you’re coming out of those tough 
situations better. 
Your fans have stayed young because 
of the crowd that favors pop-punk. Is 
your aim to keep your audience young?
‘My Friends Over You’ singer defines pop-punk genre
GINA SCARPINO
Assistant Arts & Culture Editor
gscarpino@chroniclemail.com
Courtesy ANDY FOSTER
California-based pop-punk band New Found Glory has made its mark on its fans, over a 17-year career, culminating in the Oct. 7 release of its eighth studio album Resurrection.
“Favorite tunes right now”
CLASH THE TRUTH Beach Fossils – 2013
BE NICE TO ME The Front Bottoms – 2008
LOVER In the Valley Below – 2014
GO QUIETLY Cold War Kids – 2014
SATURDAY NIGHT Natalia Kills – 2013
MAYBELLENE Chuck Berry – 1955
SOME KIND OF HATE Misfits – 1996
SHAKE APPEAL  The Stooges – 1973
AFRICA MUST BE FREE BY 1983 Hugh Mundell – 1978
II B.S. Charles Mingus – 1963
BREAKING UP MY BONES Vinyl Theatre – 2014
SOMETHING FROM NOTHING Foo Fighters – 2014
SAD SONGS The Maine – 2013
MANY OF HORROR Biffy Clyro – 2009
WOMAN The 1975 – 2013
SOBER Childish Gambino – 2014
BAD RELIGION Frank Ocean – 2012
LULLABIES Yuna – 2012
I DON’T F--K WITH YOU Big Sean – 2014
THIRSTY Partynextdoor – 2014
YOU WERE COOL The Mountain Goats – 2013
I. CRAWL Childish Gambino – 2013
SOUTH PENNSYLVANIA WALTZ 16 Horsepower – 2000
MILLIONS Gerard Way – 2014
WU-TANG FOREVER Drake – 2013
STILL CALLIN’ Dom Kennedy feat. Teeflii – 2014
CAN’T TRUST THOTS Wash – 2014
AUTUMN LEAVES Chris Brown feat. Kendrick Lamar – 2014
SHE WANTS SOS – 2014
AQUARIUS Tinashe – 2014
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TAYLOR SWIFT’S LATEST album release 
has elicited excitement from fans 
new and old, but some are ques-
tioning what might be going on 
behind the scenes in terms of her 
marketing tactics.
Swift’s bubbly new album, 1989, 
dropped on Oct. 27 and was expected 
to sell 1 million copies in its first 
week—just like the pop singer’s two 
previous albums—according to a 
same-day New York Times report. 
Despite the lack of support from for-
mer country music fans of Swift’s, 
many critics have speculated that 
the pop star’s fifth album would still 
garner the success of other recently 
released albums because of its ultra-
pop aesthetic on songs like “Shake 
it Off ” and “Welcome to New York.”
As was announced Oct. 27 on 
“Good Morning America,” Swift 
has been dubbed a global New York 
ambassador for tourism by NYC 
& Company after “Welcome to 
New York,” the first track on 1989, 
was released, according to an Oct. 
27 report from The Hollywood 
Reporter. However, some crit-
ics—presumably many native 
New Yorkers—have called her new 
song offensive, unrealistic and 
even transparent. 
Having been born in Pennsylvania 
and raised in Nashville, Tennessee, 
the new Manhattan resident is 
hardly an acceptable candidate 
to represent the city in any way. 
Speaking as someone who has 
never been to New York, “Welcome 
to New York” seems to portray a 
very one-sided perspective of the 
city—all Prada and penthouses 
and Times Square. The song is 
all glitz and glamour, and it fails 
to acknowledge the city has five 
boroughs and that residents of 
its various neighborhoods live 
different lifestyles. 
To her credit, Swift did address 
her lack of  experience as a New 
Yorker during her Oct. 27 appear-
ance on “Good Morning America.”
“I’m still learning, but I’m so 
enthusiastic about this city that 
when I love something, I’m very 
vocal about it,” Swift told Robin 
Roberts. “New York was a huge 
landscape for what became this 
album. It’s affected my life in ways 
I’m not even aware of fully.”
Although Swift may have gen-
uinely fallen in love with the New 
York, she has only recently come 
to realize that liking something 
and feigning expertise on it are two 
very different things. Serving as 
an ambassador for a city after just 
recently becoming a resident of it is 
obnoxious and it feels like a ploy to 
reel in extra cash with a hit song that 
celebrates the state.
However, it seems Swift caught 
on to the negative perceptions of 
her new title. Despite how annoy-
ing it may be to watch her revel in 
her newfound status as a Manhattan 
resident, Swift announced during 
an Oct. 29 appearance on “The 
View” that she will be donating all 
proceeds from the song to New York 
City public schools, a smart attempt 
to save her reputation and radiant 
halo as the music industry’s current 
pop princess. 
“The fans were wonderful enough 
to make it No. 1 on iTunes, and it is 
selling really, really well,” Swift said 
on “The View.”  
ksenese@chroniclemail.com
Taylor Swift takes on New 
York with new hit song 
THE REVIVALIST
Bottom Lounge
1375 W. Lake St.
9 p.m.
$17
Friday, Nov. 7
SALLIE FORD
Empty Bottle
1035 N. Western Ave.
9 p.m.
$12, 21+
Thursday, Nov. 6
THE 1975
Aragon Ballroom
1106 W. Lawrence Ave.
7:30 p.m.
$38
Wednesday, Nov. 5
BLONDE REDHEAD
Bottom Lounge
1375 W. Lake St.
7 p.m.
$20
Monday, Nov. 3
LIGHTS
House of Blues
329 N Dearborn St.
7 p.m.
$27.45
Wednesday, Nov. 5
FIFTH ANNUAL JAZZ 
FESTIVAL
Nichols Concert Hall
1490 Chicago Ave.
7:30 p.m.
$10
Fri.–Sat., Nov. 7–8
PAUL OAKENFOLD
The Mid
306 N. Halsted St.
10 p.m.
$18
Saturday, Nov. 8
JASON MRAZ
Chicago Theatre
175 N. State St.
8 p.m.
$105+
Fri.–Sat, Nov. 7–8
CHILDISH GAMBINO
Aragon Ballroom
1106 W. Lawrence Ave.
9 p.m.
$65
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lyrics do most of the talking for her. 
Such was the case on her single 
“Avant Gardener,” a personally in-
spired song about having an asth-
ma-induced anaphylactic attack 
during an Australian heat wave.
Barnett finished her pre-encore 
set with a sped-up version of “Avant 
Gardener,” which was named “Best 
New Track” by Pitchfork in 2013. 
Her band rocked out to the single 
as if it were straight from the ear-
ly ‘90s rock scene, with Barnett 
throwing her guitar over her shoul-
der and not once seeming worried 
Suree Towfighnia, a friend of Fo-
ley and an independent documen-
tary filmmaker, said Foley was a 
long-time Pilsen resident and that 
she met him in the mid-2000s—a 
time when Pilsen was exploding 
with art, music, culture and activ-
ism, she said.
“[Foley’s] connection [to the 
community was] just hanging out 
with the people from Pilsen, get-
ting to know the community, what 
was relevant and what mattered to 
the community,” Towfighnia said. 
“While he lived in Pilsen, he was 
always connected to the real peo-
ple living in here. He was always 
tapped into that local connection.”
Towfighnia said Foley’s friends 
were dedicated to honoring a side 
of him the public did not see.
“The mural was just a natural 
progression from what [Foley] 
cared about and who we were as his 
friendship circle to how we wanted 
to represent of him, which was the 
story of a person who loved human-
ity and was a seeker of truth,” Tow-
fighnia said. “It’s also there to rep-
resent the community, to connect 
them to a global story to show them 
that he lived here.”
Antonio Ancona, the lead artist, 
who knew Foley well, said the work 
took five days spread throughout a 
two-week period. The design was 
conceptualized from one of the last 
pictures taken of Foley before his 
kidnapping in 2012, Ancona said.
“I thought [the picture we used 
was great] because it’s one that’s 
rarely seen,” Ancona said. “[The 
mural] has a door [that holds] the 
significance of a gateway. Above 
the door is some writing in Arabic: 
it says seeker of truth,’ which holds 
the significance of the afterlife, 
metamorphosis and entering a new 
state of being.”
Goble said the mural was de-
signed to highlight how Foley lived 
his life and that it created a dedicat-
ed path for himself and his career.
“He was someone who was very 
committed to giving back to others, 
so we’re hoping [the public sees] 
that by having this mural and tell-
ing his story,” Goble said. “It’s really 
a time for people to pause to think 
about the work that [Foley] was doing 
and to reflect on that.”
The mural is meant for every-
body, and the Pilsen community 
represents a large part of his life 
that was unrecognized by the public, 
Towfighnia said.
“Murals are a part of the Pilsen 
community—they bring people to-
gether, and it was a great opportu-
nity for us as friends and extended 
family of [Foley’s] to be able to have 
something real to put ourselves 
into,” Towfighnia said. “All the 
news around his story is so harmful 
to us, and [it] just portrays the war 
reporter side of him, which was one 
of the things he did, but it wasn’t all 
of who he is. This isn’t all of who he 
is either, but it’s truer to the [Foley] 
we know and love.”
 x BARNETT
Continued from PG. 17
 x FOLEY
Continued from PG. 17
shall@chroniclemail.com
gscarpino@chroniclemail.com
Lou Foglia THE CHRONICLE
Courtney Barnett brought her carefree performance to the Metro with co-headliners Brooklyn-based San Fermin.
Carolina Sánchez THE CHRONICLE
The mural honoring the late journalist James Foley was largely painted by Foley’s good friend Antonio Ancona.
about her appearance. The song’s 
ending guitar solo scored with the 
newly revitalized audience, cap-
ping off a stellar performance be-
fore Barnett returned to the stage 
for a three-song encore.
Barnett showed the Chicago au-
dience that although it is rare to 
hear great musical artists on popu-
lar radio today, there are still people 
out there who can strap on a guitar 
and take an audience for a wild ride. 
With her performance at the Metro, 
Barnett cemented her status as one 
of the most promising rock god-
desses on the scene today.
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Deadline: November 17
Email: shop@colum.edu to schedule an appointment to bring in your work.
The Holiday Market is ShopColumbia’s BIGGEST 
sales event and attracts hundreds of customers 
during the three day event.
ShopColumbia is seeking: Fine art, painting, photography, prints, ceramics, 
sculpture, books, zines, music cds, films, stationery, postcards, journals, 
holiday cards, ornaments, jewelry, earrings, necklaces, accessories, totes, 
bags, t-shirts, hats, knitwear, apparel, pins, wallets...and anything you make!
ShopColumbia Holiday Market
Stage Two, 618 S Michigan, 2nd floor
Thursday, December 4: 11am - 7pm
Friday, December 5: 11am - 5pm
Saturday, December 6: 11am - 3pm
Holiday Market
ShopColumbia is Columbia Columbia College Chicago’s student and alumni art boutique and is committed to serving emerging artists.
SELL 
YOUR 
WORK
You make it. We sell it.
ShopColumbia is accepting new 
artists for the li  t.
They are awkward: Whenever I step into an elevator, 
there is always the dilemma of whether I should say some-
thing funny or not talk at all. If I choose to say something, 
there is always the chance that whomever it is I am speak-
ing to may not respond and then it gets awkward.
They are dangerous: Fire trucks and police officers were 
all over the premises of my apartment building a few weeks 
back.  After asking what was going on, I found out that the 
elevator in my apartment building got stuck between two 
floors. There is no telling when the last time that person ate 
or how long he or she had been trapped in the shaft.
They are time-consuming: Coming from class on the 
11th floor of the 600 S. Michigan Ave. Building at 7:30 p.m., 
I was in a hurry for a 7:45 meeting on Plymouth and Van 
Buren. After forfeiting the first fully packed elevator, I was 
able to get the second lift that was only 75 percent full. The 
elevator literally stopped at 11 floors before allowing me to 
leave the building at 7:43 p.m. Make sure to account for an 
extra 30 minutes if you plan on taking the elevator. 
They are lonely chambers of emotion: I cannot count 
how many times I have received bad news before entering a 
lonely elevator and screaming a vulgar word at the top of my 
lungs, let alone times when I receive great news and have 
no one to share it with. I am forced to suck it up, keep my 
emotions to myself and exit on my respective floor as calmly 
as I entered.
They are counterproductive to exercise: There is 
nothing worse than wolfing down 250 calories-plus of a 
Chipotle burrito and taking the elevator up 14 floors to your 
apartment where you sit on the couch and watch reruns of 
the “Steve Harvey Show.” To avoid self-pity and shame, be a 
little more self-aware, do as I do and take the stairs. 
More time to sleep: I will clock out from Columbia for 
the last time in December. Sure, I have as many worries as 
the next guy. But I am excited. For at least the next month 
after I leave, I will be able to get some extra Zs. That is 
something I do not get much of now because I am always 
running from point A to B. My newfound freedom will be 
nice, even if it is short-lived. 
Do things you have been putting off: Oh, man! I 
need to work out. I’ve always used the excuse of “I never 
have time to work out because I have all the damn work.” 
Well, not anymore. With this newfound freedom, even if it 
is short-lived, I can get back into a workout routine. Every 
year at the YMCA, they have a $0 down payment deal for 
memberships, so no excuses. 
Set some realistic goals:  Graduating from college 
will also give me some time to set  goals and achieve-
ments. Sure, everyone sets goals all the time, but now, I 
won’t have half the stuff I currently do clogging my mind. I 
can get to a calm, quiet place and plan for the future. 
No more homework:  Do I need to say more? No 
homework, no take-home midterms, no more papers and 
all of that other stuff. I am the type of person that if I can, 
I would like to leave work at work. When I go home, I want 
to relax and not have work on my mind all the time. We 
need that balance. Hopefully with my line of work, I can do 
that—that is, if I get to go home.
Landing on my feet:  Trust me, my doing the necessary 
things to succeed in college, making connections, and 
developing a portfolio to be proud of make for a much 
easier transition. I am OK with knowing that I may be 
unemployed for a little while. Look for work, but take a 
little time and enjoy the view, too.
Man-on-the-street interviews: A socially awkward 
teen’s worst nightmare. Whenever I hear my teacher 
mention this, I feel my stomach automatically tie up in 
knots. Walking up to random people on the street is an 
experience that almost made me change my major. 
Balancing deadlines and school: Constantly 
making different deadlines and producing content I am 
proud of is something I cannot seem to master at this 
point in my college education. Taking the most difficult 
history class of my life and working for The Chronicle has 
left me barely any time to breathe. My philosophy: Dead-
lines are crucial, but your personal health trumps all. Do 
not let the stressors of college affect your well-being. 
Balancing jobs: It’s no secret—living in Chicago is 
quite costly, which means most Columbia students are 
also employed. Working a part-time job plus studying 
for midterms and attempting to write stories for class is 
simply too much.  
Faulty equipment: Your recorder did not record the 
interview. You just hang up the phone from one of the 
best interviews of your life and boom—no audio. My 
advice: Check everything beforehand. Most recorders will 
display how much space is left on them, so bring extra 
batteries, and if all else fails, grab a notebook so you 
can still take notes just in case.  
People ignoring you: The craziest part of journalism 
is that the job completely relies on people cooperating. 
If people are not willing to talk, answer questions or just 
do not give a good interview, the result is ridiculous. 
Unfortunately, getting people to talk is your job, and 
when people are not willing to help out, the only thing to 
do is move on. 
WHY ELEVATORS ARE BADREASONS GRADUATING ISN’T SO BADWORST PARTS OF BEING A JOURNALISM MAJOR
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Opening the 2014–2015 season, the Harris Theater for Music and Dance and The Dance Center, 1306 S. Michigan Ave., presented the Beijing Dance Theater’s new ensemble “Wild Grass” on Oct. 28 at the Harris Theater at Millennium Park, 205 E. Randolph St.
Art creation videos are sometimes re-
ally pretentious: The artist talks coolly 
about his or her passion and makes solemn faces 
while doing whatever it is. Steve Spazuk is none of 
those things. In his graceful video, viewers watch him 
deftly use candles to create breathtaking black and 
white works of art with just the candle, a canvas and 
a feather. From delicate bird wings to the harsh metal 
of grenades, his art is both innovative and so classic 
that viewers will wonder how he got from an open 
flame to delicate portraits.
Check it out at: http://vimeo.com/rinostefanotagliafierro/ 
When scientific research first comes 
out, it makes a splash in the press 
and then gets quickly forgotten. However, Retraction 
Watch doesn’t forget, especially when those papers 
are contradicted a few months later. The peer review 
process can be brutal, and the sheer number of stud-
ies that are taken back after the process is shocking. 
It makes staunch lovers of science blanch with dis-
trust at the ethics in the industry.
Check it out at: http://retractionwatch.com/ 
BLOG: “Retraction Watch”
VIDEO: “The man who paints  
with fire”
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“Not That Kind of Girl” by Lena Dunham Women’s Halloween costumesPokemon Omega Ruby and Alpha Sapphire “Most Grads Not Ready for College”
Ruins by Grouper Tough Love by Jessie WareT-Pain’s Tiny Desk ConcertIslands by Bear’s Den
ASOS app PhotoMath appSimpsons World app36th Chamber Wu-Tang Clan app
Iggy Azalea on “Saturday Night Live” “Constantine” premiere“The Flash”Leighton Meester’s “Heartstrings” video
Lena Dunham’s essay collection is a delight-
ful, uncomfortably intimate display of her life. 
Through her stream of consciousness writing, 
Dunham shares her experiences with sex, rela-
tionships and career in a way that resonates with 
20-something year old women. — T. Walk-Morris
Female Halloween costumes are too seductive. 
No matter how long you searched they fell into 
one category: sexy. I don’t want a costume that 
pushes my boobs up to my chin. Next year, I’ll 
use my white sheet to pretend I’m a ghost or 
dress up as a physics exam. — T. Walk-Morris
I sat in The Chronicle office waiting for stories to 
edit as I began the demo for the first time, and 
it was magical. The excitement that this game 
brings to my life is like no other. I am glad I do 
not have kids right now because I would neglect 
them to play this game a little longer. — A. Haleem
The Oct. 31 Chicago Tribune article was enlight-
ening but not surprising. The data was in-depth 
and easy to follow, introducing readers to the 
state’s new report card system. The article will 
help push the conversation surrounding college 
readiness beyond test scores. — T. Walk-Morris
When Spotify told me Grouper’s newest album 
was available, I waited until it was the perfect 
time to listen. Liz Harris’ soothing vocals and 
ambient sounds droned calmly in my head-
phones and helped me get through a hellish 
week. — L. Tussey
I have great love for Jessie Ware, but Tough Love 
provides nothing new. Her dulcet tones are still 
breathtaking, but the album doesn’t tell a story 
the way other vocalists’ work does. The album 
doesn’t carry through with the promise of the 
first three tracks. — E. Earl
I am already a huge supporter of all things 
T-Pain, and after watching him perform an 
NPR Tiny Desk Concert, I am speechless and 
even more in love. It is a soulful, sans au-
to-tune T-Pain that is pure and real. My life 
has truly been changed. — L. Tussey
Box up the best of indie-folk, add in generous 
helpings of musical taste and you’ll get Bear’s 
Den. In its first full album, the band brings out 
the best of its acoustic and banjo-instrumen-
tation taste and layers it with the wide variety 
of rhythms it is known for. — E. Earl
ASOS is an app developed for the popular 
shopping apparel site Asos.com. Using the 
app, you can browse and shop clothes from 
more than 850 retailers, making online shop-
ping easier and more accessible than ever for 
men and women. — G. Scarpino
PhotoMath is the world’s first camera calcu-
lator. You point your phone camera at a math 
equation and it shows you the steps and 
solves it for you. This app could be really help-
ful to math students. I wish this was around 
when I took math classes. — G. Scarpino 
For lovers of “The Simpsons,” the new app and 
streaming service “Simpsons World” lets fans 
with an FXX subscription stream any of the 
show’s  552 episodes from the past 25 sea-
sons, browse through quotes, clips and create 
their own playlists. — S. Hall
So you’d like to try your Wu-Tang style? Then 
you need to get with the 36th Chamber Wu-
Tang Clan app, where you can hear new sin-
gles, check out old albums, keep up with Wu-
Tang on social media and even shop for your 
Wu wear. Can I get a Su? — B. Barrowcliff
Iggy’s SNL performance of “Beg For It” started 
off well. Iggy was strong on stage, highlighting 
her growth as a performer since her debut. 
Things took a turn for the worst, when co-star 
on the song, MØ, came out to sing the hook, 
ruining the show. — J. Wittich
With its horrific death scenes and blood spew-
ing ghosts, Constantine was just in time for 
Halloween, but it is a bit graphic for network TV. 
As viewers watch innocent people gruesomely 
lose their lives, the show makes  mildly religious 
people reconsider church. — T. Walk-Morris
Based on the popular eponymous DC Comic, 
“The Flash” is fall TV’s best new show. Grant Gus-
tin of “Glee” fame stars as Barry Allen with a wit 
nearly as fast as he is. If you are a fan of super-
heroes or good TV in general, you need to watch 
“The Flash” before it passes you by. — E. Diaz
I’ve loved Leighton Meester since her “Gossip 
Girl” days and I’m thrilled she is pursuing mu-
sic. Her new song, “Heartstrings,” is catchy and 
relatable, but the music video is unoriginal. It 
only shows shots of Meester swimming and 
smoking hookah. — K. Davis 
No– just... no. It’s whatever. YAAASS!Uhmmm, WTF? I can dig it.
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Screening for bombs protects commuters 
Millennial voters can affect the outcome of races 
and therefore should be more politically active.
EDITORIAL CARTOON
THE CHICAGO POLICE Department 
is set to begin random screenings 
for explosives at public transit 
stations Nov. 3, joining other major 
cities that have adopted similar 
programs, such as New York City. 
CPD officers will choose one 
Chicago Transit Authority rail 
station every day and randomly 
select which passengers to screen 
by using a number system. The 
CPD will initiate the program 
during peak usage times and at 
least four officers will perform 
“swab-tests,” according to an Oct. 
24 CPD press release. Officers will 
swab the outside of passengers’ 
bags with an explosive-detecting 
stick that will register either 
positive or negative results. The 
process will take one minute, 
according to the press release. 
Although there is no known 
threat to Chicago or its transit 
system at this time, the program is 
an effective way to deter possible 
threats and protect citizens. 
Some Chicago commuters 
question the effectiveness of 
the program. Critics argue that 
because they are only choosing one 
station a day, someone who wants 
to pose a threat will simply strike 
at a different rail station if he or 
she sees officers that day. Because 
the officers will choose passengers 
at random, the likelihood of picking 
someone who poses an actual 
threat is slim. Critics raise good 
points, but having a preventive 
program is better than not having 
DESPITE THE BEST efforts of the 
Democratic and Republican 
parties to attract voters for the 
looming Nov. 4 election, young 
voters are less likely to participate 
this year than in the 2012 elections. 
That is regrettable because this is 
a vital opportunity to make their 
voices heard. 
An April 29 Harvard University 
Institute of Politics poll found 
that only 23 percent of voters ages 
18–29 plan to vote in the midterm 
elections. The poll also found that 
voter turnout is likely to be lower 
among Democratic millennials, 
with only 35 percent of President 
Barack Obama’s supporters 
planning to vote compared to 44 
percent of those who voted for 
Republican presidential candidate 
Mitt Romney in 2012. 
More than 80 million Americans 
are classified as millennials, 
meaning their participation is 
important because they can be 
among the most influential voices 
in elections and can decide who 
is elected. Millennials must 
recognize the importance of 
their vote because it impacts the 
country’s ability to improve its 
political workings and the nation’s 
overall social and economic 
climate. 
Taking into account millennials’ 
generally liberal political 
persuasions, young voters have 
the power to maintain Democratic 
control of the Senate and make 
inroads into a largely Republican 
House of Representatives. This 
gives them the power to prevent a 
Congress dominated by only one 
political party.
Historically, midterm elections 
have consistently had low voter 
turnout rates compared to 
presidential races. In the 2008 
presidential election, 57 percent 
of the voting age population cast 
ballots compared to 37 percent 
in the 2010 midterm elections, 
one at all. More than 529 million 
people traveled on the CTA bus 
and rail systems in 2013, and it 
is important the agency provides 
protection for commuters.
The screening program is a great 
solution, considering the difficulty 
of implementing preventive 
measures similar to those at 
airports because of the huge 
numbers involved. It would also be 
ideal to have it implemented at all 
rail stations, but that measure is 
unrealistic because of the current 
staff shortage plaguing CPD.  
Other major cities’ transit 
systems have been targets of 
terrorist bombings before. In 2004, 
Madrid’s Cercanías train system 
was bombed, killing 191 people 
and wounding more than 1,800. 
The attack is thought to have been 
carried out by al-Qaeda, but the 
attacker was never confirmed. 
On July 7, 2005, three bombs 
exploded during the morning rush 
hour on the London Underground 
trains. The attack killed 52 people. 
As a result, England passed the 
Terrorism Act of 2006, which 
enhances penalties for terrorist 
actions including a 28-day 
detention period. 
Since these attacks, the 
importance of heightened 
security on mass transit systems 
has taken on new urgency. After 
9/11, Congress established 
the Transportation Security 
Administration, which federalized 
all airline passenger and baggage 
according to a July 24 Pew 
Research Center study. 
It is unfortunate that fewer than 
a quarter of millennials plan to vote 
this election season, according to 
the Harvard study, because despite 
common misconceptions, the 
midterm elections are important. 
They determine political leaders 
at the local level and those leaders’ 
decisions can have a more direct 
impact on residents than decisions 
of the president. For Gen Y voters, 
it is socially responsible to gain 
an understanding of candidates’ 
beliefs and goals and follow them 
as they evolve throughout election 
season before voting. 
Millennials stand to benefit 
the most from going out to vote 
on Election Day. According to a 
March 7 Pew Research Study, they 
suffer more economic hardship 
than their parents or grandparents. 
Millennials have higher levels 
of poverty and unemployment 
than other age groups, most 
likely because they are entering 
the job market during recovery 
from the Great Recession. Also, 
because they are the most highly 
educated generation, with one-
third attaining a four-year college 
degree, they are plagued with 
higher amounts of student debt, 
and those who do not acquire 
a college degree suffer from 
significantly lower professional 
and financial opportunities.
Millennials can take action and 
vote for political candidates that 
are attuned to the issues that affect 
them most. Some candidates have 
progressive ideas about how to help 
college students and graduates pay 
off their student debt. Others want 
to raise the minimum wage and 
decrease taxes. Following political 
candidates and remaining actively 
involved in the process is the only 
way to create change that directly 
benefits the current generation and 
their future. 
Voting is millennials’ 
civic duty screenings to enhance safety. Public rail and bus systems have 
not received as much attention, 
leading to concerns that terrorists 
may target these “softer” systems, 
according to the Jan. 11, 2013, 
Congressional Research Service 
Report for Congress. 
Congress acknowledges the 
difficulty of applying aviation 
safety measures—such as 
screenings—to public transit 
considering the volume of 
riders, according to the report. 
Recognizing this obstacle and 
the tight budgets of public transit 
systems, Congress passed the 
Implementing Recommendations 
of the 9/11 Commission Act of 
2007, authorizing $3.5 billion in 
grants for public transportation 
security. Congress recommends 
public transit systems adopt video 
surveillance, increase security 
personnel and conduct random bag 
inspections. 
By implementing this new 
program, Chicago now practices 
all of the above safety measures. 
The city has increased video 
surveillance on trains and buses, 
including the installation of more 
surveillance cameras, as reported 
March 10 by The Chronicle. 
Currently, there are transit police 
and CPD officers at rail stations. 
The program admittedly has 
flaws, like the possibility of racial 
and ethnic profiling, but its core 
purpose is to protect, and the CPD 
should be applauded for the effort.
STUDENT POLLDo you think it is important for college students to vote? 
“It is the older generations that are voting, and 
we are the ones who want social change, and 
if we don’t vote we’re not going to get it. The 
country is just going to stay the same.” 
“I think in the popular vote, your vote doesn’t 
count. I think if you want to vote, you should 
vote in the midterms because that is when it 
counts.”
“I do think it is important to vote because it 
does not matter where you are—you should 
take advantage of the fact that your voice will 
be taken into account.”
Ashley Taylor freshman cinema art + science major Sebastian Hagen senior cinema art + science major Ligia Sandoval junior theatre major
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in the bathroom” to “Girls to build 
a spaceship / Girls to code the new 
app / Girls to grow up knowing / 
That they can engineer that.” In 
the video, three girls construct 
a Rube Goldberg machine. The 
children act like children and 
yet the message comes through 
louder and clearer without all of 
the cheap swearing. Unfortunately, 
a legal battle between GoldieBlox 
and Beastie Boys ensued and was 
settled out of court. GoldieBlox 
pulled the song parody from its ad, 
paid the band and issued a public 
apology for using it.
FCKH8.com is not wrong about 
sexism’s impact, though.
Society should not force a harsh 
standard of beauty on women nor 
should femininity be defined as 
weak and inferior because it is not. 
These young girls are going to start 
experiencing sexism all too early. 
Sexism does not magically start 
affecting young women when they 
hit puberty—it is all-encompassing 
and inescapable. It is admirable 
for FCKH8.com to make that point 
against the hate and opposition. 
There is no question that the 
company means well, but their 
approach is inappropriate.
‘Dear White People’ fails to make transformative point
GROWING UP A biracial woman, I 
have encountered racial tensions 
that made me feel obligated to 
identify with only one side of my 
heritage. Being both white and 
black has torn me in more ways 
than I would have anticipated 
in this generation. But by the 
time I entered college, I realized 
there is more to race, culture and 
identity than what is typically 
acknowledged by American 
society.
This is why I take issue with 
“Dear White People,” the recent 
satiric film directed by Justin 
Simien that attempts to address 
racism on an American college 
campus by reinforcing stereotypes 
and excluding several races from 
the discussion.
CLOTHING RETAILER FCKH8.COM is 
bombastically pitching its apparel 
with a new viral video sensation 
“Potty-Mouth Princesses Drop 
F-Bombs for Feminism,” which 
features young girls addressing the 
problem of misogyny in America in 
the crudest way possible.
In the pink-tastic video, the 
elementary school-aged girls are 
dressed in princess costumes 
and animatedly thrash their arms 
and raise their cracking voices in 
the name of equal employment 
opportunities for women and 
sexual assault awareness. 
“Women make 23 percent less 
than men for the exact same f--king 
The main character, Samantha 
White, is a biracial student at 
Winchester University,  a fictional 
Ivy League college, where she hosts 
a radio show called “Dear White 
People” that addresses race issues 
on campus. Her claim that white 
students do not consider black 
students as equals is validated 
by the film’s climax in which an 
all-white residence hall throws a 
black-themed Halloween party, 
leaving the students and the 
college’s administration  to face a 
disturbing reality. 
To their credit, the filmmakers 
created black characters with 
unique identities and challenges. 
This was a step in the right 
direction because most other 
portrayals of blacks in film and 
TV simply mold them to fit nicely 
into a stereotype. Among “Dear 
White People’s” characters are 
a gay black male character who 
feels he could not identify with 
other blacks because they may be 
homophobic and a dark-skinned 
female character who rejected her 
race by wearing blue contacts and 
straight weaves. 
However, it seems ironic 
that in a film aiming to identify 
and address racial stigmas, the 
filmmakers seemingly forgot 
to give the same treatment to 
the white characters, relegating 
them to stereotypes. Every white 
work. I shouldn’t need a penis to 
get paid,” one girl says, her hand 
defiantly resting on her hip. The 
video also shows a boy wearing a 
dress saying, “When you tell boys 
not to ‘act like a girl,’ it’s because 
you think it’s bad to be.”
This is an ethically questionable 
method of promoting a good cause.
FCKH8.com is a for-profit 
company established in 2010 that 
sells “anti-racism,” “anti-sexism” 
and pro-LGBTQ equality T-shirts, 
hoodies, tank tops and accessories 
featuring bold text against a solid 
color background. “Racism is not 
over. But I’m over racism,” one 
shirt reads.
For every piece of clothing 
the company sells, it makes a $5 
donation to charity, splitting up 
funds between the Urban League 
of Metropolitan St. Louis, the 
NAACP, the Mike Brown Memorial 
Fund and Crossroads Anti-Racism 
Organizing and Training. The 
company has shipped almost 
200,000 of its clothing items to 
more than 100 countries.
The video’s main point is that 
there are more offensive things 
than little girls using the f-bomb. 
While the video may be shocking, 
it should not be as shocking as the 
statistics that the girls candidly 
KATHERINE DAVIS
Campus Editor
mmcall@chroniclemail.com
character in the film is vilified as 
a racist bigot with the exception 
of Samantha’s love interest, 
Gabe, and that was only because 
of his involvement in the black 
community. Had he been just 
another white character, he 
would have likely faded into the 
monotone collection of other white 
college students.
Despite poorly developed 
white characters, the film does 
recognize real race issues. There 
is still racism in today’s America: 
Affirmative action is still necessary 
in higher education and people 
often associate stereotypes 
with truth. But the film does not 
effectively address those issues 
because it presented them as 
solely black issues—not white, 
Hispanic, Asian, Native American, 
biracial issues or most importantly, 
American issues. This is 2014. If 
people really believe black and 
white race tensions are the only 
ones that still exist, they need to 
catch up to reality.
bring forward. However, there 
are few things more questionable 
than using children to promote an 
ideology and to make a profit while 
doing it. FCKH8’s  abhorrent video 
is lowbrow and disgusting, adding 
nothing to the greater conversation 
about feminism. 
At 5–8 years old, no child has the 
emotional maturity to discuss sex, 
much less sexual assault and rape. 
The five girls in the video list the 
horrifying statistic that one in five 
women will be sexually assaulted 
or raped, but children have no real 
understanding of these things and 
they should not. These mature 
conversations should be left up to 
the people behind these videos. 
The statistics remain the same 
regardless of who presents them. 
The shock tactic of using children 
obscures the numbers, so FCKH8.
com should have used adults in its 
video instead. There are simply 
better ways to get the point across. 
In a December 2005 interview 
with Mike Wallace on CBS’ “60 
Minutes,” Morgan Freeman, a 
black American actor, said the best 
way to end racism is to just simply 
stop talking about it. Some may 
think an opinion like Freeman’s 
is unrealistic and impossible to 
achieve because Americans talk 
about race issues incessantly and 
often believe discussion is the best 
way to overcome social issues. 
But perhaps instead of dropping 
the topic of race altogether, 
films, music, literature and 
other expressive media could 
take more action in presenting 
optimal race relations in the U.S. 
rather than titling a movie “Dear 
White People” and once again 
pigeonholing individuals based on 
their race. 
The final credits include real 
photos of white students from 
colleges around the country who 
had thrown themed parties similar 
to the one in the movie. They are 
captured posing in black face 
The video “10 Hours of Walking 
in NYC as a Woman,” uploaded 
last week by Rob Bliss, creator of 
Rob Bliss Creative and nonprofit 
Hollaback!, an activism group 
launched to end street harassment, 
documents actress Shoshana B. 
Roberts’ 10-hour trek across New 
York City. Roberts was verbally 
harassed more than 100 times. 
The video’s final slide reads “This 
doesn’t include the countless 
winks, whistles, etc..” By placing 
the viewer in a third-party 
perspective, watching this happen 
to the young woman is powerful. 
It is moving enough without any 
tasteless ploys.
In 2013, a commercial from toy 
company GoldieBlox transformed 
the Beastie Boys’ highly sexist 
1989 boys-club anthem, “Girls,” 
into a cute yet empowering song, 
changing the lyrics “Girls to do the 
dishes/ Girls to clean up my room/ 
Girls to do the laundry/ Girls and 
and making gang gestures, trying 
to imitate what they consider 
to be black culture. This was an 
important part of the movie and 
was one of the only clear ways the 
film justified any of the arguments 
it made.
Exposing audiences to these 
real events is helpful in showing 
the film’s cultural context and 
relevance. However, making a 
piece of art with them—like a 
film—seems counterproductive 
in actually moving forward and 
eliminating racism. Art and 
media have tremendous power 
to challenge and change society. 
Instead of creating films, music 
and other types of art about current 
issues, why not use these platforms 
to expose people to positive 
cultural possibilities and inspire a 
meaningful revolution?
Before watching the film, I was 
hoping the message of the movie 
would present a call to action, inspire 
change and appropriately address 
race issues, but this did not happen.
After watching “Dear White 
People,” I did not feel inspired, 
empowered or even entertained. 
I really only felt disappointed, 
marginalized and resentful that 
once again another film has been 
made about issues society should 
be trying to leave behind. 
Using children to advocate any ideology is a 
morally questionable method.
MATT MCCALL
Features Editor
F-bomb princess video exploitative, tasteless
kdavis@chroniclemail.com
There is a lot more to race, culture and identity 
than what is typically acknowledged by society.
The Columbia ChroniCle
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WITH A STRONG voter base in every part of Illi-
nois outside of Chicago, Republican candi-
date Bruce Rauner has the best shot at victory 
a Republican has had in a decade.
Some of this may be due to incumbent Pat 
Quinn’s unfortunate series of scandals and 
financial woes. If there is one thing Illinois-
ans are good at, it is voting for the person 
they hate less. 
Rauner has a healthy shot for other reasons 
than simply not being Quinn, though. He has 
a rock-solid campaign team that has executed 
a brilliant and cutthroat marketing strategy to 
take Quinn’s administration down peg by peg. 
Unlike many other self-funded candidates, 
he has been willing to take instruction from 
his campaign consultants, according to Kent 
Redfield, a professor in the Political Studies 
Center for State Policy and Leadership at the 
University of Illinois at Springfield.
Rauner latched onto the Illinois Depart-
ment of Transportation scandal that emerged 
back in September as a bargaining chip to 
nose his way into the political sphere, and he 
has since been able to throw shadows of doubt 
into voters’ minds about Quinn’s real agenda. 
Granted, Rauner has had his share of neg-
ative press in the course of the election cov-
erage. An Oct. 6 article in the Chicago Sun-
Times portrayed him as an angry executive 
who threatened a former employee, and a 
Sept. 28 Chicago Tribune article placed him 
at the head of a board of executives for failing 
nursing homes. 
But character flaws do not seem to distract 
Illinois voters too much from what they want. 
Instead, Illinois voters are like cheap, inse-
cure dates: Tell them what they want to hear 
often enough and spend lots of money, and 
they will go all the way.
Illinoisans also tend to favor candidates 
with business backgrounds like Rauner’s. 
A venture capitalist with deep pockets, he 
stakes a strong claim on an understanding of 
finances and taxes. Luckily for him, an Oct. 8 
Sun-Times/We Ask America poll showed 41 
percent of Illinoisans preferred a governor 
with expertise in business over 24 percent of 
voters who preferred political experience.
The vast spending in this race—nearly $75 
million between the two candidates, accord-
ing to Redfield—ensures that nearly every 
voter who turns out will know both names 
and that more people will turn out than in 
past elections. Additionally, the labor union 
money that has been spent to promote issues 
such as minimum wage will help push people 
toward the candidate that most closely backs 
that issue.
“Where money can make a difference in 
turnout is if you can use issues to get people 
to the polls that are independent of the can-
didates,” Redfield said. “[Big labor money is] 
pushing people to come to the polls to vote on 
those issues and then they will hopefully stick 
around to vote in the governor’s race.”
This has been witnessed time and again, 
both in Chicago and downstate, in both mu-
nicipal and state elections. Mayor Rahm 
Emanuel, who was not previously a resident 
of Chicago and has a reputation for shooting 
off his mouth and generally being a bull in 
the china shop of politics, won the mayoral 
election in Chicago with more than 50 per-
cent of the vote. Emanuel, who came from the 
venture capital world, trumped local officials 
Gery Chico, the former Chicago School Board 
head, former City Clerk Miguel del Valle and 
Senator Carol Moseley Braun.
Emanuel had a bit more charisma than 
Rauner tends to present, but the fact of the 
matter stands—Rauner’s background and tac-
tics will pay off. Rauner will probably host his 
victory party the night of Nov. 4.
into account Rauner’s scandals, and they will 
likely stick with the familiar rather than take 
a chance. As Brown puts it: “When [Rauner’s] 
business career is put under the microscope, 
it blows up in his face.” 
That is not to say Quinn is the perfect gov-
ernor. He has raised income taxes, angering 
business owners and the middle class. He has 
also struggled to decrease the state’s deficit, 
solve the pension crisis or vastly improve Il-
linois’ economy. 
“[Illinois voters] may not like everything 
Gov. Quinn has done, but they know what he 
is about,” Brown said. “What you see with 
Quinn is what you get.… What you see with 
Bruce Rauner is either not so good or a ques-
tion mark.” 
Quinn has also been guilty of some ques-
tionable dealings during his six years in the 
governor’s seat. The Illinois Department of 
Transportation scandal broke in Septem-
ber, finding Quinn in the middle of the unfair 
hiring of more than 100 “staff assistants” for 
the agency. The majority of these employees 
turned out to be relatives of powerful state 
politicians. Surprisingly enough, Quinn de-
cided not to fire some of them, basically own-
ing up to the fact that sometimes politics are 
just plain dirty. Was it dishonest and shady? 
Sure, but Quinn admitted to the dirty game 
and held his fire. Rauner has only cowered at 
similar accusations. 
Based on Illinois’ history of politics cor-
rupted by officials’ unethical choices, Quinn 
is the safer choice. Rauner has already proven 
to have taken part in some questionable deal-
ings, and voters will take that into account on 
Election Day. No one wants a rehashing of 
the painfully embarrassing take down of for-
mer Gov. Rod Blagojevich, and hiring Rauner 
would be a flashback of that nightmare. 
Election 2014 faceoff
BASED ON RECENT polls, the gubernatorial race 
will be a close one, but incumbent Gov. Pat 
Quinn will likely be reelected, although by a 
slim margin.
 The newest poll by the Battleground Track-
er, released Oct. 27, shows that Quinn has the 
support of 45 percent of registered voters, 
compared to 41 percent for Rauner. 
This race has been a bloodbath of personal 
attacks and hostile debates from both camps. 
Despite all the tasteless arguing, Quinn has 
proven to be the best choice, especially con-
sidering the sketchy dealings Rauner has 
been charged with in this election season. 
The Chicago Sun-Times revealed that 
Rauner allegedly threatened an executive at 
one of his firms, going as far as to say, “I will 
bury her.” The case was thrown out of court 
and Rauner denied all claims, but it is still 
not a story his potential voters want to hear 
around election season. Rauner is also a par-
tial owner of several nursing homes charged 
with patient abuse and neglect. Again, Rauner 
emphasized that he is not associated with the 
dealings of the nursing homes.  
On top of his questionable ethics, Rauner 
also does not have any public service or polit-
ical background, unlike Quinn. Before being 
elected governor in 2009, Quinn was lieu-
tenant governor of Illinois for six years. He 
has held public office since 1982, beginning as 
the commissioner of the Cook County Board 
of Tax Appeals. Voters can trace Quinn’s pol-
itics by reflecting on his career. In order to 
analyze Rauner’s skills, one can only turn to 
his business dealings, which Steve Brown, 
press secretary of the Democratic Party for Il-
linois, said could reflect positively on Rauner 
considering Illinois’ poor economic climate, 
but only raises more questions when taking a 
closer look. Yes, polls show that Illinois voters 
look for a business background more often 
than a political one, but voters will also take 
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The Chicago Police Department will begin randomly screening passengers of the Chicago Transit Authority on Nov. 3 as a precautionary measure againist explosives.
THE CHICAGO POLICE Department 
and Chicago Transit Authority are 
set to begin random screenings of 
passengers for explosives on Nov. 
3 in an effort to increase public 
safety measures on Chicago trains 
and buses. 
 “While there are no credible 
threats to Chicago or to the region’s 
public transportation facilities, 
Chicago is taking this step, as other 
major cities in the U. S. and around 
the world have already done, to 
ensure the safety of residents and 
passengers,” said Police Superin-
tendent Garry McCarthy  in an Oct. 
24 CPD press release.
The program will be implement-
ed  one station at a time and be con-
ducted by four or five police officers 
per day. The officers will swab bags 
with a stick capable of detecting 
explosive material the process 
will take less than one minute to 
detect a threat, according to the 
press release. If a passenger’s bag 
comes back clear of explosive resi-
due, then he or she would be able to 
proceed, but if it comes back pos-
itive, the officer will ask to inspect 
the bag thoroughly and debrief 
the owner. If passengers refuse to 
be screened, they will be subject 
to arrest.
The city’s efforts to ensure safety 
on the CTA have some Chicagoans 
questioning the tactics and practic-
es the CPD plans to use.
Marcus Spencer, senior project 
lead for the Chicago Urban League, 
a nonprofit organization that ad-
vocates, educates and collaborates 
with Chicago businesses to help 
people find jobs, housing and ed-
ucation in communities around 
the city, said the counterterror-
ism effort will invite unnecessary 
racial profiling. 
As a black man, Spencer said he 
is stereotyped and frequently fol-
lowed when he walks into depart-
ment stores, making him feel em-
barrassed and disrespected.
“I think they should be very 
cautious about how they engage,” 
Spencer said. “It’s a thin line be-
tween your freedom being taken 
away and being safe, so the rules of 
engagement have to be clear, and 
police need to have substantial ev-
idence to engage.”
Elijah Collins, a junior radio ma-
jor and Roseland resident, said he 
does not agree with the new system 
because it  can easily slip into racial 
profiling. However, he said if the 
CPD and CTA screen every passen-
ger at every station, it could elimi-
nate the possibility that minorities 
may feel stereotyped based on their 
color or religion.
“I really think it’s wrong,” Collins 
said. “They should not be checking 
anybody—unless they look suspi-
cious. Everyone has a right to walk 
around [without being searched].”
However, Danny Johnson, 54, a 
former Pace bus driver and West 
Side resident, said he thinks the 
program is a reasonable measure. 
“As far as safety concerns, I think 
it’s appropriate,” Johnson said. “I 
[would] rather them do it than not 
do it—lots of people [could] get 
hurt. I have family members who 
ride buses and L’s and I wouldn’t 
want any of them hurt. I would feel 
safer.”
Instead of randomly searching-
passengers, Spencer suggested the 
CTA should monitor mannerisms 
and behaviors and if someone’s 
bag looks peculiar.  He said officers 
should check that  person. 
Ed Yohnka, director of Com-
munications of Public Policy 
for the American Civil Liberties 
Union of Illinois said he does 
not know what else could be 
done instead. 
“We are very interested to see 
how it is that the CPD and CTA im-
plement this program and we’ll be 
monitoring it very closely,” Yohnka 
said. “If there isn’t a better way to 
do it and that’s one more thing that 
we’ll be watching for when the pro-
gram gets rolled out.”
Collins said the new safety mea-
sures could violate people’s rights 
and stir controversy throughout the 
city and even the state. 
“It’s kind of an invasion of pri-
vacy,” Collins said. “It could be 
me or you, and I wouldn’t want 
to be checked because I know 
for sure I don’t have anything on 
me. Hopefully, they don’t find 
[explosives on anyone] and it 
 goes away.”  
Spencer said the counterterror-
ism effort to ensure safety is uncon-
stitutional and has the potential to 
enrage passengers and Chicagoans 
at large.
“That’s really [a] violation of 
freedom,” Spencer said. “If you 
don’t have a search warrant, why 
are you searching me? I think [the 
screenings] could be taken up with 
the Supreme Court.”
But Johnson said he sees the 
screenings as a warranted safety 
precaution and necessity.
“I wouldn’t want to get on the L 
or the bus and [have] one of these 
dirty bombs or chemical explosives 
blow up.” Johnson said. “If a person 
is not doing anything wrong, then 
they shouldn’t have [a] problem 
letting them [look through his or 
her]  bag.”
City implements new public 
transportation safety measures
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BRIAN SLADEK
Occupation: Director of Patient Access Education and Advocacy Of the 
Leukemia & Lymphoma Society
Neighborhood: Greektown
WHEN BRIAN SLADEK was 20 and a 
junior at University of Florida, he 
was diagnosed with Hodgkin’s lym-
phoma, a cancer that attacks the 
lymphatic system. After treatment 
and a 10-year period of remission, 
he relapsed. 
Sladek, now 35, did not let can-
cer rule his life. After going through 
another round of treatment, he is 
once again in remission and is us-
ing his past experiences to help pa-
tients in the Midwest through The 
Leukemia & Lymphoma Society, a 
nonprofit organization that advo-
cates for leukemia and lymphoma 
medical research.
The Chronicle spoke with Sladek 
about his diagnosis, recovery and 
his role  at LLS.
THE CHRONICLE: What is it like work-
ing for a company like the Leukemia & 
Lymphoma Society?
BRIAN SLADEK: It’s a very ful-
filling job. I actually come from 
a finance background, so I have 
only been working here about two 
years, but you find that the peo-
ple you work with are here for a 
good reason. You’re here to help 
patients, to help people who are 
diagnosed. It’s fulfilling, and you 
end up meeting some great patients 
that you can end up helping. It’s 
very inspirational.
What inspired you to join the 
Leukemia & Lymphoma Society?
I’m a cancer survivor myself. I was 
diagnosed first when I was 20 and 
in college. After 10 years of remis-
sion, I was diagnosed again when 
I was 30. When I turned 30, it was 
a different part of my life. I was 
married and thinking about having 
a family. I had graduated school 
and was in the career I wanted. It 
hit me a lot harder. When I finally 
got through treatment, I decided I 
wanted to do more with my story. I 
made it through twice successful-
ly without too many issues. I met 
a lot of people in waiting rooms 
just through the course of being a 
patient that had a lot harder time. 
Families had a hard time getting 
financial assistance. I met a couple 
families that went bankrupt from 
paying for treatment and I thought 
that if I could use my story for good, 
that would be a good option. For a 
while I fundraised for LLS, but I de-
cided I wanted to do it full-time.
How did you handle stress as you 
went through treatment?
It was difficult to handle the stress 
that comes with a cancer diagno-
sis and treatment. For me, it was 
important to find diversions. I 
couldn’t simply lie in bed and watch 
movies. It gave my mind too much 
time to wander. So, I played a lot of 
music, wrote short stories and got 
out of the house as much as I could. 
The most difficult period was the 
stem cell transplant that required 
me to be confined to a hospital 
room for four weeks. The combi-
nation of being constantly sick and 
in close quarters was hard to over-
come. Knowing that the treatment 
would work and that I would be 
cancer-free got me through it.
What issues do you encounter when 
you work on marketing projects?
We had a few marketing hiccups 
with a red blood cancer confer-
ence working in marketing for a 
profit company versus a nonprofit 
company. You have to watch your 
budget a lot more, so in some cases 
you have to reach more people with 
less money. You have to be more 
smart about how you’re appealing 
to people. You have to be more per-
sonal because you’re sending out 
fewer things. 
What was it like to transition from 
finance to the industry you’re in now?
I was very surprised on how excit-
ed people were to have me here. 
I was scared because I was com-
ing from a completely different 
job. I didn’t know what to expect. I 
knew people here, but I didn’t work 
with them. I was apprehensive. I 
was scared. I wasn’t sure exactly 
where I fit in just yet, but every-
body was great and made me feel 
at home.
Courtesy BRIAN SLADEK
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House of Hookah
Need Hookahs & Accessories 
Shipped To You?
Check out WhatAHookah.Com
607 W. Belmont
Chicago, IL. 60657
(773) 348-1550
B.Y.O.B.  &  Open 7 Days A Week!
www.chicagohookah.comConveniently located near the
Red, Brown, and Purple lines!
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$10 Off 
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Expires March 31, 2015
PATIENTS MAY SOON be getting medi-
cal cannabis prescriptions filled in 
Wicker Park, Mayfair and Pullman if 
three Illinois Grown Medicine dis-
pensaries are permitted to open in 
those neighborhoods. 
Illinois Grown Medicine, a Chi-
cago-based medical cannabis com-
pany, is in the process of opening 
dispensaries at 4739 W. Montrose 
Ave., 1300–1308 W. North Ave. and 
11040 S. Langley Ave.
Les Hollis, CEO of IGM, started 
the company a year ago and said he 
aims to open the dispensaries be-
fore the end of 2015.
“My best guess is in the end of 
2015, give or take a few months, is 
when actual dispensaries will be 
open and will have medicine to be 
sold,” Hollis said. “There’s a num-
ber of steps that we have already 
gone through, but going forward, we 
have some zoning work to do.”
Hollis said most of the work 
needed to open the dispensaries has 
been completed, but IGM is waiting 
for the state to finish reviewing ap-
plications for dispensary licenses. 
He said his company will help ter-
minally ill patients. 
As new dispensaries open, ad-
vocacy groups are providing ser-
vices designed to help patients with 
their paperwork and to encourage 
more physicians to write medical 
cannabis prescriptions. 
Tammy Jacobi, CEO of Good 
Intentions and a former registered 
nurse, also started her company a 
year ago. Good Intentions works 
with physicians to secure prescrip-
tions so medical cannabis dispen-
saries have patients to serve, Jacobi 
said. She also said that IGM is tar-
geting communities with citizens 
that may be potential candidates 
for prescriptions.
“The senior community takes a 
lot of pain medication,” Jacobi said. 
“I worked in patients’ homes set-
ting up pill boxes, so I know what 
it’s like to dole out 40 Vicodin in a 
week’s dose.”
Jacobi said medical cannabis can 
help eliminate other medications 
from patients’ lives and get them 
into a physician’s office when they 
might not normally visit.
The targeted patient groups for 
IGM will mainly be African Amer-
ican and senior citizen communi-
ties because these demographics 
are more affected than others by 
chronic illnesses such as diabetes, 
cancer and heart disease, said De-
siree Tate, an IGM consultant.
However, chronic pain cannot be 
treated with medical cannabis be-
cause of Illinois laws, Tate said.
“Believe it or not, pain is not on 
the list of conditions that Illinois 
has approved, but we do believe 
that the list will continue to grow,” 
Tate said.
Jacobi said not listing chronic 
pain excludes patients who have 
undergone invasive surgery such as 
knee or hip replacements.
The Illinois Department of Pub-
lic Health lists 37 medical condi-
tions that can legally be treated 
with medical cannabis on its web-
site. The lists includes epilepsy, 
glaucoma and Crohn’s disease.
According to Jacobi, medical can-
nabis can be prescribed in different 
forms, including cannabis-infused 
products, which are food items. It 
can also be prescribed as a lotion, 
cream or in a smokable form.
Jacobi said that in Illinois, CIPs 
cannot be a product that requires 
heating or refrigeration, so dispen-
saries can use products such as 
lollipops or brownies. IGM is in a 
partnership with California-based 
dispensary Harborside Health Cen-
ter, and Hollis said his company has 
applied for three of the 60 permits 
the state is granting. 
The application process has mul-
tiple steps. After being awarded a 
dispensary license, the applicant 
must obtain another license for 
cultivation, Hollis said. The culti-
vation license, which could take six 
months to obtain, allows dispensa-
ries to grow cannabis for prescrip-
tions, he said.
Hollis said following the li-
censing phase, the company will 
work  toward locating patients in 
surrounding areas.
 “Once  we get a license, the process 
of building a facility starts. It’s a big 
mission,” he said. 
chronicle@colum.edu
Medical cannabis dispensaries to open in Chicago
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GRASSROOTS ILLINOIS ACTION launched 
a new campaign allowing Chicago-
ans to view their alderman’s “rank” 
compared to other aldermen based 
on their City Council votes online. 
GIA’s new website, TakeBack-
Chicago.org, was designed to call 
attention to aldermen who have 
voted consistently with corporate 
interests rather than community 
interests. The website ranks Chi-
cago’s aldermen on a “people score” 
scale that ranges from “rubber 
stamp” to champion. If an alderman 
is identified as a “rubber stamp,” he 
or shevotes consistantly in favor of 
Mayor Rahm Emanuel’s programs.
Nathan Ryan, the communica-
tions director for GIA, said the orga-
nization  aims to make Chicago a bet-
ter city by showing citizens that they 
can select better city officials.
“The idea of TakeBackChica-
go.org came from the experience 
of a lot of GIA members with al-
dermen claiming to stand with 
working families and then voting 
against those interests when it 
actually came time to take votes,” 
Ryan said. “There’s a lot of things 
that aldermen do to make it look 
like they’re supportive on issues 
[while not] actually doing anything 
meaningful.”
The aldermen’s scores are based 
on their voting record and feedback 
from GIA members, community 
leaders across the city and other 
public records, according to the 
GIA press release.
The website currently lists two 
ordinances that are awaiting a vote 
in City Council: The Chicago mini-
mum wage ordanince, which rais-
es the minimum wage to $15, and 
the Keeping the Promise Afford-
able Housing Ordinance, which is 
a campaign designed to eliminate 
homelessness and decrease hous-
ing rates, Ryan said.
“There is a clear need for a tool to 
help Chicago residents see which 
aldermen are really voting to sup-
port working families and which 
ones are allowing Mayor Rahm 
Emanuel to sell off our city piece by 
piece,” said Amisha Patel, executive 
director of  GIA, in a press release.
The website displays a variety of 
yes-or-no questions that are ana-
lyzed to determine the alderman’s 
“score.” The questions address is-
sues such as their vote on mini-
mum wage or their support of the 
Chicago Teachers Union strike in 
2011. Each alderman’s page also de-
scribes when he or she took office, 
the frequency of voting to support 
Emanuel, their key votes since 2011 
and whether the official was elected 
or appointed.
Action Now, an organization that 
advocates for a $15 minimum wage 
in Chicago,  collaborates with GIA. 
“The City Council’s rubber stamp-
ing of Emanuel’s corporate agenda 
has hurt Chicago and devastated 
black and brown communities in 
the South and West sides,” said 
Katelyn Johnson, executive direc-
tor of Action Now, in the press re-
lease. “Our communities deserve 
elected officials who value resi-
dents’ needs over corporate dollars. 
It’s our hope that this new tool, our 
continued work and efforts across 
the city will hold our aldermen ac-
countable to the working families 
they claim to represent.”
Of the 50 Chicago aldermen, 23 
have received a score of zero, one 
alderman received a 10, 14 alder-
men received a 30, four received a 
75 and eight received a 90. 
Among the four that received a 
90 percent on the “people score” 
scale is Alderman Bob Fioretti (2nd 
Ward), who announced his candi-
dacy for mayor in September. 
TakeBackChicago.org describes 
him by saying, “[He] defends pub-
lic neighborhood schools, supports 
$15 minimum wage and protects 
affordable housing. [He] spon-
sors legislation that benefits work-
ing families. [He is] ready to take 
 hard votes.”
Funding for the development of 
the website was provided by small 
individual donations, which were 
collected through the crowdfund-
ing site IndieGogo and at fundrais-
ers, the press release stated. 
The entire project of TakeBack-
Chicago.org took about a year to put 
together, Ryan said. The press re-
lease states that GIA intends to add 
additional features to the website 
leading into this year’s municipal 
elections and beyond. 
“Right now, it’s based off of a 
score card of voting data, and what 
we want to add to that is contribu-
tion data,” Ryan said. 
Contribution data would break 
down where officials get campaign 
donations, from connecting donors 
to potential political clout-holders, 
Ryan said. This will make the alder-
men’s funding more transparent.
“It’s election season, and many of 
the aldermen responsible for poli-
cies that have hurt so many families 
and devastated neighborhoods will 
be making promises and claiming 
to stand with communities,” Patel 
said in the press release. “Our goal 
is to show what aldermen are ac-
tually doing, and by doing so help 
make our democracy better.” 
aruffino@chroniclemail.com
New website allows citizens to rank aldermen
ALEXA RUFFINO
Assistant Metro Editor
Crutcher said she was terrified 
the day she was followed and sexu-
ally harassed by an older man on the 
Red Line. She said many women feel 
that it is their fault if they are sex-
ually harassed because of how they 
dress or which area they visit.
“It’s a very scary thing to hap-
pen at any age, but especially when 
you’re a child,” Crutcher said. “You 
don’t know what’s happening. I 
didn’t understand the dynamics of 
that situation, and it plays a huge 
role in the psyche of a young girl.”
Crutcher said sexual harassment 
can go beyond just physical or verbal 
actions and can cause lasting emo-
tional effects on a victim.
“The common factor [for vic-
tims] is the feeling of humiliation,” 
Crutcher said. “Humiliation from 
being touched, from having words 
being said to you [and] from being 
stared at like a piece of meat.”
Katie Davis, director of Hollaback!, 
an international campaign that fo-
cuses on putting an end to street vi-
olence. The organization endeavors 
to empower and bring awareness to 
women and the LGBTQ community 
on combating street harassment.
Davis said she is excited to work 
with Crutcher to publicize her cam-
Courage Campaign aims to stop sexual assault 
JESSICA SCOTT
Assistant Metro Editor 
paign across Chicago by advocating 
for women an LGBTQ people.  She 
said the more publicity there is 
about sexual harassment on the 
CTA, the more educated people will 
become about it. 
Although sexual harassment on the 
CTA happens often, Olive said sexual 
harassment of any kind should not be 
tolerated anywhere.
“Regardless of what you’re doing, 
you should be able to get to where 
you want to go peacefully, and that’s 
why I feel like this campaign is so 
important,” Olive said.
Davis said street harassment is 
too often dismissed. If harassment 
took place in a work environment, 
people would be held accountable 
legally and professionally. But when 
it takes place on the street or on the 
CTA, people don’t’ pay much atten-
tion to it.
“People tell you, ‘Oh, it’s just a 
compliment,’ but whenever your 
boss does it to you at work, people 
have a different perspective,” Davis 
said. “It’s mind-boggling that people 
sustain that we should accept it on 
the street when it happens.”
Davis said she hears people 
suggest that women ask for sex-
ual advances because of what 
t h ey  we a r  a n d  w h e re  s p e n d 
time. She said it is about power 
and control. 
“It’s not about [the sexuality] of 
people, it’s about power and domi-
nation —about the power structure,” 
Davis said.   
jscott@chroniclemail.com
KARA CRUTCHER, AN Uptown resident 
and South Side native, said she was 
first sexually harassed on public 
transportation at the age of 14. Now, 
10 years later, she has decided to do 
something about it.  
Crutcher created the Courage 
Campaign, which will place ad-
vertisements on Chicago Tran-
sit Authority trains and buses in 
September 2015, aiming to spread 
awareness about sexual harassment 
on public transportation. Although 
many people have experienced sex-
ual assault, she said women and 
LGBTQ individuals are the most 
likely to be harassed while using 
public transportation.
“There are people who are get-
ting off the L on the South and West 
sides who are experiencing exactly 
what women getting off on the Di-
versey Brown Line are experienc-
ing,” Crutcher said. “It connects 
us all, and we all can take a stand 
against [it].”
Leslie Olive, a 24-year-old admis-
sions specialist at Kendall College, 
900 N. North Branch Street, helped 
Crutcher start the Courage Cam-
paign. She said the campaign is for 
everyone who has been a victim of 
sexual harassment or wants to fight 
against it.
“It’s important for everybody, not 
just women,” Olive said. “That is one 
of the big things we’re trying to get 
across, that everybody needs the 
courage to stand up for someone.”
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@couragecta #couragecta
for more information, email ctacouragecampaign@gmail.com
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AFTER ALMOST 15 years behind bars, 
Alstory Simon walked through the 
fortified doors of the Jacksonville 
Correctional Center to freedom 
on Oct. 30. 
Just hours after a Cook County 
judge ordered his release, Simon 
teared up and greeted Shawn Rech, 
the director of the film “Murder in 
the Park,” a film based on the rein-
vestigation into Simon’s confession 
in the double homicide of two teen-
agers in 1982.
 As he was leaving, Simon shed a 
few tears and said he was looking 
forward to seeing his grandchil-
dren, nieces and nephews, whom 
he has never met. Simon, 64, was 
sentenced to 37 years in prison af-
ter he confessed to the murders of 
Marilyn Green and Jerry Hillard 
at a Washington Park pool. His 
confession freed Anthony Porter, 
who was originally convicted of the 
murders and sentenced to death. 
Simon’s confession came just two 
days before Porter’s execution had 
been scheduled. 
Cook County Judge Paul Bieb-
el ordered Simon’s release early 
Thursday after Cook County State’s 
Attorney Anita Alvarez presented 
the findings of her investigation 
into the 1999 confession. After his 
conviction, Simon recanted and 
said he was coerced into giving a 
false confession and promised a 
shorter sentence and money from 
books and movies that would be 
created based off the case. Simon 
directed any questions regarding 
the case and his false confession 
to his attorney Terry Ekl, but in an 
interview for the video “Murder in 
the Park,” Simon said he felt he had 
no choice but to confess. 
“Sometimes you can be placed in 
a situation and will do something 
you don’t really want to do, but 
[feel] compelled to do for the sake 
of saving your own life,” Simon said. 
He also added that he would do it 
again if he had the chance to go back 
in time. He said at the time, he did 
not understand why people plead 
guilty to things they did not do, but 
said he understands now. While he 
was going through the trial, Simon 
said he thought that if he was con-
victed, he could be put to death if 
found guilty. 
“I don’t think I would have had 
the chance to sit on death row for 
10 years, or five years, or even five 
months,” Ekl said. “I believe they 
would have killed me right away.” 
He contends a private investi-
gator coerced the confession. Ekl 
claimed that there was no physical 
evidence linking Simon to the mur-
ders, instead saying all evidence 
pointed to Porter. This case led to 
the banning of the death penalty in 
Illinois in 2011. Gov. George Ryan 
had put a moratorium on the death 
penalty before changing all death 
row inmates’ sentences to life in 
prison in 2003, nearly four years af-
ter Simon’s confession. 
Green and Hillard died from 
gunshot wounds in 1982 near the 
SAMANTHA MCDANIEL-OGLETREE
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Alstory Simon released from jail after 37 years
bleachers at the pool. Several wit-
nesses said they saw Porter shoot the 
victims, leading to his conviction. 
Simon was scheduled for parole in 
2017. Despite his incarceration, Si-
mon said he is not angry with the 
 justice system.
 “I’m not mad at the system,” he 
said. “I’m mad at the people who did 
this to me.” 
The video “Murder in the Park” 
will be released Nov. 17. The inter-
view with Simon is available.
Associated Press
Alstory Simon was released on Oct. 30 from Jacksonville Correctional Center, 2268 E. Morton Ave., Jacksonville, Illinois, after he served 37 years in prison for confessing to a double homicide of two teenagers in 1982.
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THE DEPARTMENT OF ASL—ENGLISH INTERPRETATION
OPEN HOUSE 
NOVEMBER 12, 2014 12PM—6PM, 33 E. CONGRESS, RM 101
Snacks, raffles, promotional items and performances will be 
provided throughout the day. Interpreters will also be provided. 
This event is sponsored by the Department of ASL–English  
Interpretation. For more information, Contact Nina Campbell  
at 312-369-7837 or at ncampbell@colum.edu.
Daytime  
Slumber  
Party
FREE!
